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From The President... 
Thank you to all that came out on May 14th to see the Flag Dedication Ceremony at the new Milan Municipal 
Building in celebration of Military Appreciation Week 2008.  What a humbling experience it was to be in the 
presence of the military personnel that serve our country so selflessly.  The fact that we have an active Guard 
Unit and strong involvement from the American Legion is something that truly makes Milan a special and 
unique place.    
 

Walking away from the ceremony, I had a renewed sense of what it means to serve; in our businesses, in our community and within the Milan 
Chamber of Commerce.  Volunteering your time - or serving a need - gives you an opportunity to make a life or a situation better than it was 
before.  In this edition of the Chamber Chat newsletter you will find multiple opportunities listed to volunteer your time and talents to make 

Milan a better place to live and work.  Please consider volunteering your time at the Chamber Golf Outing, Movies in the 
Park or at a general meeting.  You will find more information inside.  
 
Vera Hinrichsen 

MILAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

JUNE 2008 

Chamber chat WWW .MI LA NI LCHA MB E R.O RG       ( 309 )  716- 8144  
STAFF@MILANILCHAMBER.ORG 

Business Spotlight 

Outdoor Innovations Inc.                           

www.outdoorinnovationsinc.com 
Outdoor Innovations Inc. provides outdoor design services in-
cluding landscaping, creative design, water features, patios and 
retaining and accent walls.  The business has been in            
operation in Milan for 4 years and provides clients a wealth of 
experience.  Ken Hoffman, Owner and President of the               
company, states, “I bring my clients over 19 years of design 
and construction experience; of which 8 years were spent              
designing and managing residential and commercial                         
properties in and around the Chicagoland area.”  
 
The company is focused on involving their customers in the 
each step of a project.  Hoffman says, “Our clients continue to 
express their appreciation to have been able to work directly 

with the owner throughout the design, management, and                
construction process.”   
 
Those interested in services provided by Outdoor Innovations 
Inc. can reach them by phone (309-534-8506), mail  (PO Box 
1515, Milan), or on the web(www.outdoorinnovationsinc.com).  
Outdoor Innovations Inc. is able to meet with prospective cli-
ents by appointment, and they accept cash and checks.     
 
Hoffman states, “I am confident you will find Outdoor                  
Innovations to be reliably competent in our capabilities to com-
plete your project to your satisfaction.” 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
¶ Greeters are needed 

for  general meetings!  
Email staff   

@milanilchamber.org 
to help! 

 
¶ Golf Outing volunteers 

wanted!  Call Cathy              
Edwards at 756-0199 
to see how you can 

help at the June 23rd 
outing. 

 
¶ Don’t forget to sign up 

to advertise in the  
Dispatch/Argus news-

paper inserts!                   
The next insert will 
highlight the Indian 
Summer Festival!
Contact Sarah at 

staff@milanilchamber.
org to                                

participate! 
 

¶ Thanks to those that 
participated in the 

Highway clean-up on 
May 14th!                            

We appreciate your 
help! 

June 2008 

Sun Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

1 2  Village 
Board  
Meeting, 
6:30pm 

3 4 5  Movie in 
the Park 

6 7 

8 9 10 11 Chamber 
Board Meeting 

12  Movie in 
the Park 

13 14 

15 16  Village 
Board  
Meeting, 
6:30pm 

17 18 19  Movie in 
the Park 

20 21 

22 23 Chamber 
Golf Outing - 
Dinner,                
Pinnacle 
Country Club 

24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

Volunteers 
make a difference! 

Don’t forget to check out the NEW AND IMPROVED 
Milan Chamber of Commerce website at 
www.milanilchamber.org!  See a calendar of events,                  
photos, recent news and much more! 

The Chamber is pleased to offer our members numerous opportunities to get involved in the community and build strong 
business relationships.  Member businesses are encouraged to get involved in the numerous volunteer opportunities offered 
through the Milan Chamber of Commerce.  Many of these opportunities require no more than a few hours of your time, and 
are a fun and unique way to form new relationships with other business owners and potential customers/clients.                                   
Members are encouraged to form teams of employees from their businesses to become involved in                                
volunteering.  Current opportunities include: 

¶ Assist at the upcoming golf outing, or donate raffle 
items (see page 6 for more information) 

¶ Direct traffic, work concessions or collect donations 
at the Movies in the Park 

¶ Be a greeter, host or presenter at a general meeting 

¶ Help at other special events (July 3rd Fireworks,     
Indian Summer Festival, Fall MIP Craft Fair) 

¶ Serve on a special events committee 
¶ Participate in community help days, such as the 

Highway clean-up 

Please consider forming a group from your business to volunteer in the Milan area.  Your participation means the continued 
betterment of our business community.   
 
Please contact us at staff@milanilchamber.org for more information on any of these opportunities. 

Create PDF files without this message by purchasing novaPDF printer (http://www.novapdf.com)

http://www.novapdf.com
http://www.novapdf.com


 3 

 

BOARD MEMBERS:  
President 

Vera Hinrichsen 
Just Kids Early Care & 

Education Centers 
 

Vice President 
Jim Huiskamp 

Blackhawk Bank & Trust 
 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Betty Boltz 

MIP 

Chamber 
members 

Board 
minutes 

AFLAC—Chris Bayer 
American Bank & Trust 

Appraisals of Real Estate Barb 
Robertson 

Au Jus Neighborhood Bar and Grill 
Auto Acres Used Parts 

Avonlea Cottage Assisted Living 
B&B Drain Tech Inc. 
B&B Hardware Inc. 

Beardsley Printery, Inc. 
Blackhawk Bank & Trust 

Blackhawk Township 
Brandt Construction 
Dr. Karla Buckrop 

Builders World Lumber 
CIS Financial Group Inc. 

Coach House Garages 
Collinson and Scott 

Collinson Stone Co. 
Comfort Harbor 

Creative Packaging Co. 
DHCU Community Credit Union 

Diamond Builders 
Edwards Creative Services 
Eriksen Chevrolet-Buick 
Family Funeral Services 
Ferrari Insurance Agency 

Federated Insurance 
First Presbyterian Church 

Flooring Express 

Happy Joe’s  
Hi Cliff MHPI, LLC 

Honsa Ergonomic Technologies 
Hughes Tire & Battery 

Hurst Mfg. 
Hy-Vee 

IH Mississippi Valley Credit Union 
Ink Catridge Source 

Johannes Bus Service 
Johnston & Wilson, P.C. 

Just Kids Inc. 
Main Street Barber Shop 

McDonald’s 
Meathead’s Meat Market 

Merl’s Business Machines 
Mid American Builders 

Mid American Energy Co. 
Midwest Horseshoeing Supply 

Milan Auction 
Milan Flower Shop and                       

Greenhouse 
Milan Lanes 

Milan License and Title 
Milan Medical Group 

Milan Police Dept. 
Milan Surplus 

MIP 
Missman Stanley & Associates 
Modern Woodmen of America 

Moline Dispatch 

Mr. Ed’s Ltd. 
MVP Collision Repair 

Nalevanko-Ullrich Builders Inc. 
Outdoor Innovations/                                    

The Conservancy 
Pinocchio’s Gourmet Pizza 

Quad City Animal Welfare Center 
Quad City Re-Bath 

Rock Island County Board—                 
Ken Maranda 

RIA Federal Credit Union 
RiverStone Group 

Roth Pump 
Ruhl-Ruhl 

Ryan Companies UC Inc. 
Satellite Signals 

Skiles Driving School 
Stern Beverage 

THE National Bank 
The Touch Inc. 

Therapeutic Oasis Massage & Spa 
Thomas Paint & Decorating 

Union Federal Savings & Loan 
Valley Construction 

VFC Distributors, Inc. 
Village of Milan 
Walman Optical 

Wheelan-Pressly Funeral Home 
Wilbert Vault 

XPAC 

Vera Hinrichsen, Jim Huiskamp, Betty Boltz, Cathy Edwards, Ron Heinzman, Del Steiert, Lory Van Blair . 
Absent: John Ryan, Steve Wilson.   Non Board Members.  Annette Ernst. 
Meeting opened by President Vera Hinrichsen at Blackhawk Bank & Trust. Secretary’s report approved by Del 
Steiert, seconded Cathy Edwards and carried. Treasurer’s report approved as presented by Jim Huiskamp seconded 
by Ron Heinzman  Carried. Movies in the park was discussed we have received bills for the movies and for set up. 
Just Kids, Sarah is working on the events and doing day to day work. The manual has not been started.  We will try 

to hire someone by the end of June.  The three Just Kids employees have donated a lot of time.  Vera reported that she had to purchase QuickBooks.  
Vera also mentioned our office space; we still need to follow up with the Village.  We still have challenges to find the right space.  She reported that 
Lisa has done the QuickBooks entries; Lindsay Bayer is working on the newsletter. We will have a Military appreciation day today with a flag pres-
entation at the new municipal building and a luncheon at the American Legion. It was reported that we will have highway clean up today at 4:30. 
Entry signs to Milan were discussed and the Village has a plan for this, we need to check with them before we do anything to our sign on highway 67. 
The ad insert for the MIP Event was discussed and we were short, so it cost the Chamber for this one.  We will try harder to get enough ads for the 
Movie insert.  It was decided not to do an insert for the 4th of July. Cathy Edwards reported that we need to involve more people in our events.  Vol-
unteers for MIP were low.  We will need more people to run the Movie event.  We should try to get groups to work to make it more fun. We need to 
check the signs and banner for the Movie night.  Del Steiert volunteered to bring 4 coolers and lights. Cathy Edwards reported on the Golf Outing, 
June 23, they have 13 teams signed up.  They are getting prizes and silent auction items.  The silent auction items are due by June 16.  Cathy will call 
those that have not signed up yet.  Vera will have Sarah Wright compose a letter for Pieter Hansen to sign for mailing for other teams. After some 
discussion it was decided that the Chamber does not have enough volunteers to have a float in the Labor Day parade.  Especially since we are in 
charge of the parade line up. We discussed the newsletter and might change the paper to improve the professional appearance. We also discussed the 
insert and maybe we could encourage other businesses to participate but at a higher cost than to Chamber members.  This could show that Chamber 
members do have special benefits. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:00 am - Secretary Betty Boltz 

Cathy Edwards 
Edwards Creative Services, 

LLC 
 

Pieter Hanson 
XPAC 

 
Ron Heinzman 
Stern Beverage 

 
John Ryan 

Past President/ CIS Financial 
 

Del Steiert 
Merl’s Business Machines 

 
Lory Van Blair 

Beardsley Printery, Inc. 
 

Steve Wilson 
Johnson and Wilson, P.C. 

BOARD OF D IRECTORS:  
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Peg and Wayne Lieving of                                
QC Re-Bath 

Toni Gasper and Nikki Pilcher of 
American Bank and Trust  

Thanks to all that 
volunteered at the 
Spring MIP craft 

fair!  Your help was 
very much                         

appreciated! 

 
See pages 2 and 6 

for more great                 
volunteer                           

opportunities! 

Milan Chamber of                    
Commerce  
Changing to Make Milan a 
Better Place! 
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 Just Kids Trivia Night!  

 

Join us at the Milan Community Center on                   

June 13, 2008 for an evening of fun and                       

competition to support Just Kids!  Doors open at 

6:00pm, Trivia starts at 7:00pm.  Contact                   

Just Kids to register your 8 person team at                          

(309) 787 -6303!  

We’re Enrolling Now!                                            

Call 787 - 6303 Today                       

For a Tour!  www.justkidsinc.org  
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Updates Title Sponsor: RIA Federal Credit Union  

Milan Chamber Golf Outing 
Play!   

It’s not too late, so be sure to sign up your teams for the Milan Chamber Golf Outing ASAP!  The outing is 
Monday, June 23rd at Pinnacle Country Club*!  This preferred ball outing will begin at 1:00pm, and your 
team’s registration includes 1 free hole sponsorship and dinner!  Your day of golf will also feature a silent 

auction, raffle baskets and fabulous prizes!    Fill out the registration form on the following page TODAY to 
reserve your spot! 

Donate! 
The Golf Outing Committee is in need of donations for raffle items and the silent auction.  This is a great 
way to have your business showcased at the event.  Please contact Cathy at 756-0199 to promote your                   
business by donating items for the outing. 
 

Volunteer!   
Volunteer help is needed throughout the day.  Join the Milan Chamber and help with the day’s events.  

Groups of employees from Chamber businesses are encouraged to volunteer together!   Call Cathy to sign 
up at 756-0199! 

 

Eat! 
All Milan Chamber of Commerce members are invited to the dinner after the event.  The cost is $15.00 per 
person.  So, even if you’re not a golfer, join us for some great food and fun after the outing! 

 
 

Questions? 
Contact Cathy Edwards at 756-0199.  

 
 
*Please adhere to the dress code of Pinnacle Country 
Club and refrain from wearing blue jeans, muscle shirts, 
cut-offs or boxer shorts while on club property.   
Thank You! 
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PO Box 1036 - Milan, IL 61264 
www.milanilchamber.org 

 
Book Travel at: 

www.milanilchambertravel.org 

June Meeting 
Milan Chamber Golf Outing 

Location:  Pinnacle Country Club, Knoxville Road, Milan 

 

Sign up NOW to play!  See pages 6 and 7 inside for more information.   

JUNE 23 - 1:00PM SHOTGUN 
START 

Dinner will follow at Pinnacle for all Chamber 
members.  Cost for Dinner in $15.00. 

RSVP By June 13th. 

Create PDF files without this message by purchasing novaPDF printer (http://www.novapdf.com)

http://www.novapdf.com
http://www.novapdf.com

