
  

 

I  am very happy to report that the Milan Chamber of Commerce is 
stronger than ever!  Our membership numbers remain consistent 

and impressive year after year.  Thank you for continuing to support and 
develop our Milan business community. 
 
This month I think it is important to share some information with you 
about why our Golf Outing in June is so important to our Chamber. 
It is our one big fundraiser of the year.  Revenue from the outing sup-
ports future projects, meetings and administrative costs associated with 
the planning and promoting of all of our events. 
 
Every month we try to provide networking events, informative newslet-
ters, calendar updates and e-blasts to keep the membership informed 
and in touch with the community.    The Golf Outing fundraiser helps us 
to offset the costs of these efforts. It is our greatest opportunity to keep 
our efforts at the Chamber going and growing. 
 
So I encourage you to consider being a part of the golf outing this year.  

There are many different ways to get involved.  Con-
sider putting a foursome from your company to-
gether to play.  Pinnacle Country Club is a beautiful 
course and enjoyable for any golfer.  In addition, this 
year we are offering lunch as well as dinner as part of 
the entry fee. (Thank you to our lunch sponsors-Just 

Kids and Outdoor Innovations) 

If you aren’t a golfer, please consider becoming a sponsor.  This year we 
have three Title sponsors for the Golf Outing: RIA Community Credit 
Union, Blackhawk Bank and Trust, and DHCU Community Credit Union. 
The Milan Chamber of Commerce is very fortunate to have the support 
of these community leaders for the event. 
There are still other sponsorship opportunities available too!  The Bever-
age Cart sponsorship is still available, as well as, the 19th hole party 
sponsorship. 
 
If you don’t see your company sponsoring the event, then please con-
sider donating an item or gift certificate for the raffle.  Any and all items 
are welcome!  Last year the event was a huge success.  The golf was 
great, the food was delicious, and the overall event was a lot of fun. 
Please consider joining the event this year and supporting our continued 
efforts as your local Chamber of Commerce. 
 
If you have any questions about the event, please 
feel free to contact me directly.  

 

Cathy Edwards                                                  

Owner/Operator                                                    

Edwards Creative Services 
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Chamber 
chat 

D iamond Builders of the Quad Cities is located at 829 West 
10th Avenue in Milan.  Office hours are 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Monday thru Friday or by an appointment.  Specializing in custom 
built high quality homes at all price ranges, Diamond Builders 
brings customer service to the fore front with design & build ser-
vices.  Since it’s incorporation into Milan in 2005, Diamond Builders 

has expanded into housing developments 
all around the Quad City Area including 
homes at Fyre Lake National, Fancy Creek 
Crossing and The Conservancy. 

This June 20th and 21st visitors can tour some of the homes and 
developments Diamond Builders has completed including one of 
the Quad Cities most exquisite and impressive estates ever built as 
a highlight of a home tour called Helping A Hero Tour of Homes.  
The three developments located within proximity of Milan will be 
the featured; Fyre Lake National Golf Club Community, Fancy 
Creek Crossing and The Conservancy.   The tour project was spear-
headed by Diamond Builders who has built a consortium of sup-
porters including Milan Chamber.  All proceeds for the tour will go 
toward to the Helping A Hero Fund, which will give financial sup-
port to families of injures or fallen QCA veterans.    

Business Spotlight  ð  Diamond Builders   #309-756-3720    www.diamond-builders.com 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

 
  

 MARK YOUR CALENDAR  
 
 

FOR  Just Kids   
Trivia Night  

 
Friday, June 19th  

Milan Community Center  
Doors open at 6 p.m.  
Trivia starts at 7 p.m.  

 
Cash bar, raffles, door 
prizes and Mulligans.  

 
Cash prizes and more!  

 
Reserve your table of 8 by 
contacting 309 -787-6303 or                                    
lredecker@justkidsinc.org  
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Sun Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

 òAbility is what you are capable of doing.  Motivation determines what 

you do.  Attitude determines how well you do it.ó   
 
                                                                                  ~ Lou Holtz 

1 2 

3 

Milan 
Improvement  
Project 

4 5 

Cinco De 
Mayo 

6 

Open House/ 
General Meeting 

U of I Extension  
NOON  

1 PM Ribbon    
Cutting 

 

7 8 9 

 

10 

Motherõs Day 

11 

  

12 13 

Board Meeting 
Blackhawk Bank & 

Trust  7 AM 

14 15 16 

 

17 

  

18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 

Memorial 
Day 

26 27 28 29   30 

31 

The May General Meeting time 
has been changed from 5:30 p.m. 
to NOON to accommodate the 
media.  Milan Chamber members 
are invited to an OPEN HOUSE 
from NOON to 1 p.m. featuring 
heavy hors de voures  and bever-
ages.  Stay for the Ribbon Cutting 
Ceremony at 1 p.m.  Since this 
“meeting” is an open house for-
mat open to the public, Rock Is-
land County Extension & 4-H Edu-
cation Foundation Board Mem-
bers, Rock Island County Exten-
sion Council Board Members, 
members of the media and YOU; 
this event is completely FREE.   So 
please use this opportunity to 
bring a friend or potential Cham-
ber Member to join us in welcom-
ing Extension to Milan.   

Please Take Noteé... 

Free Meeting 
Open House 

Starting at NOON  
Bring a Friend 

Ribbon Cutting 1 PM 
Hors de Voures 

Beverages 
Networking 

Support 
Celebration 
Community  



  

 

Recovery  Act   Opportunities 
D id you know that you can search 

online now for many kinds of 
financial opportunities offered by the 
U.S. government?  
 
Looking to do business with the federal 
government? Check out Fed-
BizOpps.gov for all federal government 
contracting opportunities. All federal 
agencies must announce proposed con-
tracts expected to exceed $25,000 on 
FedBizOpps.gov. The site lists all major 
solicitations, contract awards, subcon-
tracting opportunities, surplus property 
sales and foreign business opportuni-
ties. For actions related to funds made 
available by the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act, use the Search Re-
covery Actions option on Fed-
BizOpps.gov 

Want to see what kind of federal grants 
are available? Federal agencies offer 
more than 1,000 grant programs and 
access to approximately $400 billion in 
annual awards. Note that federal grants 
are not federal assistance or loans to 
individuals. Rather, organizations can 
search and apply for grants from 26 
different federal agencies through the 
Grants.gov site. For grant opportunities 
related to the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act, use the Find Recov-
ery Act Opportunities option on 
Grants.gov. 
 
Interested in finding out which loans or 
benefits you might be eligible for? Gov-
Loans.gov is a Web site designed to 
help you learn more about federal 
loans. The site will help you determine 

which loans may be right for you and 
where to find more information about 
them. You can also visit GovBene-
fits.gov where a screening tool will help 
you find government benefits you may 
be eligible to receive. The site also pro-
vides information about how to apply 
for those programs. 
 
A large portion of the American Recov-
ery and Reinvestment Act funding will 
go to states, territories and tribes, 
which will in turn distribute funds 
through grants, contracts, subsidies, 
loan programs, etc. Be sure to check 
out recovery.illinois.gov. 
 
 
  
Excerpted from recovery.gov website 

IRS Info 
From American Recovery  

and Reinvestment Act 
 Payroll Checks Increase This Spring. The Making Work Pay Tax Credit will mean $400 to $800 for many Americans. The IRS 

has issued new withholding tables for employers. Taxpayers can check the IRS withholding calculator to make sure enough tax 
is withheld from their pay. 

Municipal Bond Programs. New ways to finance school construction, energy and other public projects. 

Money Back for New Vehicle Purchases. Taxpayers who buy certain new vehicles in 2009 can deduct the state and local 
sales taxes they paid. 

Increased Transportation Subsidy. Employer-provided benefits for transit and parking are up in 2009. 

Up to $2,400 in Unemployment Benefits Tax Free in 2009. Individuals should check their tax withholding. 

Net Operating Loss Carryback. Small businesses can offset losses by getting refunds on taxes paid up to five years ago. In-
formation on the carryback, an expanded section 179 deduction and other business-related provisions is now available. 

COBRA: Health Insurance Continuation Subsidy. The IRS has extensive guidance for employers, including an updated Form 
941, as well as information for qualifying individuals. 

First-Time Homebuyer Credit Expands. Homebuyers who purchase in 2009 can get a credit of up to $8,000 with no pay-
back requirement. 

Enchanced Credits for Tax Years 2009, 2010. Details available on the earned income tax credit, additional child tax credit 
and American Opportunity Credit, a new higher education benefit. 

$250 for Social Security Recipients, Veterans and Railroad Retirees. The Economic Recovery Payment will be paid by the 
Social Security Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs and the Railroad Retirement Board. 

Health Coverage Tax Credit. Credit increases from 65 percent to 80 percent of qualified health insurance premiums, and 
more people are eligible. 

http://www.recovery.gov/?q=content/opportunities#TB_inline?height=240&width=400&inlineId=tb_external#TB_inline?height=240&width=400&inlineId=tb_external
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http://www.recovery.gov/?q=content/opportunities#TB_inline?height=240&width=400&inlineId=tb_external#TB_inline?height=240&width=400&inlineId=tb_external
http://www.recovery.gov/?q=content/opportunities#TB_inline?height=240&width=400&inlineId=tb_external#TB_inline?height=240&width=400&inlineId=tb_external
http://www.recovery.gov/?q=content/opportunities#TB_inline?height=240&width=400&inlineId=tb_external#TB_inline?height=240&width=400&inlineId=tb_external
http://www.recovery.gov/?q=content/opportunities#TB_inline?height=240&width=400&inlineId=tb_external#TB_inline?height=240&width=400&inlineId=tb_external
http://www.recovery.gov/?q=content/opportunities#TB_inline?height=240&width=400&inlineId=tb_external#TB_inline?height=240&width=400&inlineId=tb_external
http://www.recovery.gov/?q=content/opportunities#TB_inline?height=240&width=400&inlineId=tb_external#TB_inline?height=240&width=400&inlineId=tb_external
http://www.recovery.gov/?q=content/opportunities#TB_inline?height=240&width=400&inlineId=tb_external#TB_inline?height=240&width=400&inlineId=tb_external
http://www.recovery.gov/?q=content/opportunities#TB_inline?height=240&width=400&inlineId=tb_external#TB_inline?height=240&width=400&inlineId=tb_external
http://www.recovery.gov/?q=content/opportunities#TB_inline?height=240&width=400&inlineId=tb_external#TB_inline?height=240&width=400&inlineId=tb_external
http://www.recovery.gov/?q=content/opportunities#TB_inline?height=240&width=400&inlineId=tb_external#TB_inline?height=240&width=400&inlineId=tb_external
http://www.recovery.gov/?q=content/opportunities#TB_inline?height=240&width=400&inlineId=tb_external#TB_inline?height=240&width=400&inlineId=tb_external
http://www.recovery.gov/?q=content/opportunities#TB_inline?height=240&width=400&inlineId=tb_external#TB_inline?height=240&width=400&inlineId=tb_external
http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=204447,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=204521,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/individuals/article/0,,id=96196,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=206044,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=204519,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=204519,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=205664,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=205643,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=205330,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=205330,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=204505,00.html
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http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=204671,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=204671,00.html
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http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=205670,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=205674,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=204468,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/individuals/article/0,,id=109960,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/individuals/article/0,,id=109960,00.html


 

 

Board Minutes 4/8/09 Secretary Betty Boltz 
Cathy Edwards, Jim Huiskamp, Betty Boltz, Bruce Brooks, 
Ron Heinzman, Vera Hinrichsen, John Ryan,  Del Steiert, 

Lory Van Blair, Non Board Members:  Absent:  Chris Bayer, 

Steve Wilson    

 
Secretaryôs report approved by Ron Heinzman 2nd by Vera 

Hinrichsen  Carried 

Treasurerôs report approved by Jim Huiskamp2nd by Ron 
Heinzman  Carried     

Treasurerôs Report Checking account balance is $13, 864.54 

and $17,022.84 in the CD. 
 

Agenda items  

We reviewed the amount of dues received since Betty Boltz 

invoiced those unpaid members.  It was decided that we will 
send invoices for 2010 on January 15.  We will have applica-

tions in the December newsletter also. 

It was suggested that Sarah visit those that have not renewed 
and find out why that have not done so. 

 

Attendance to general meetings was discussed; it was sug-
gested that we promote sending a representative to meetings so 

that we have every company represented.  We can also pro-

mote bring a friend.  Should we change to more lunches? 

 
Most Chambers are advocates.  What do we advocate????? 

 

Vera Hinrichsen attended a meeting that explained stimulus 
program about jobs.   We will have Sarah send emails and put 

the website in the newsletter. 

  

 We need to focus on programming for next year.  We need 
programs that will be of interest to our membership. 

 

Golf outing -  We have received Cart sponsorship from Jumers.  
We have two teams registered.  We should be getting more 

teams registration in soon.  Pinnacle is now a member.  We will 

put the flyer in the next newsletter. 
 

There will be a ribbon cutting at the Rock Island Co. Extension 

office for our next general meeting. 

 
MIP is coming up and we need volunteers.  Sarah will need to 

call members to get the schedule filled.  

 
Meeting Adjourned at 7:55 am 

 

 



  

 

BOARD  MEMBERS:  

President 

Cathy Edwards 
Edwards Creative Services 

 

Vice President 

Jim Huiskamp 
Blackhawk Bank & Trust 

 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Betty Boltz 
MIP 

Chamber 
members 

Vera Hinrichsen  

Just Kids Early Care &     

Education Centers 

 

Ron Heinzman  

Stern Beverage 

 

John Ryan  

Past President/ CIS Financial 

 

Del Steiert  

Merlôs Business Machines 

 

Lory Van Blair  

Beardsley Printery, Inc. 

 

Steve Wilson  

Johnson and Wilson, P.C. 

 

Bruce Brooks  

Blackhawk Bank & Trust 

 

Chris Bayer  

Aflac Insurance 

BOARD  OF D IRECTORS:  

AFLACðChris Bayer 

American Bank & Trust 

Appraisals of Real Estate Barb 

Robertson 

Au Jus Neighborhood Bar and Grill 
Auto Acres Used Parts 

Avonlea Cottage Assisted Living 

B&B Drain Tech Inc. 

B&B Hardware Inc. 

Beardsley Printery, Inc. 

Bennyôs Pizza 

Blackhawk Bank & Trust 

Blackhawk Township 

Brandt Construction 

Bush Turf Inc. 

Diamond Builders 

Dr. Karla Buckrop 
Dwight S. Swartz Sr. and Assoc. 

Builders World Lumber 

CIS Financial Group Inc. 

Coach House Garages 

Collinson and Scott 

Collinson Stone Co. 

Comfort Harbor 

Creative Packaging Co. 

DHCU Community Credit Union 

Diamond Builders 

Doggie Styles 
Edwards Creative Services 

Eriksen Chevrolet-Buick 

 Ferrari Insurance Agency 

Federated Insurance 

First Presbyterian Church 

Flooring Express 

Frye Lake National Golf Commu-

nity & Marina 

Happy Joeôs  

Hi Cliff  Estates 

Honsa Ergonomic Technologies 
Hughes Tire & Battery 

Hurst Mfg. 

Hy-Vee 

IH Mississippi Valley Credit Union 

Ink Catridge Source 

Johannes Bus Service 

Johnston & Wilson, P.C. 

Just Kids Inc. 

Jumerôs Casino Rock Island 

Kitchen Cooked Inc. 

Main Street Barber Shop 

McDonaldôs 
Meatheadôs Meat Market 

Merlôs Business Machines 

Mid American Builders 

Mid American Energy Co. 

Midwest Horseshoeing Supply 

Milan Auction 

Milan Flower Shop and                       

Greenhouse 

Milan Lanes 

Milan License and Title 

Milan Medical Group 
Milan Police Dept. 

Milan Surplus 

MIP 

Missman Stanley & Associates 

Modern Woodmen of America 

Moline Dispatch 

Mr. Edôs Ltd. 

MVP Collision Repair 

Nalevanko-Ullrich Builders Inc. 

Outdoor Innovations/                                    

The Conservancy 
Pinnacle Country Club 

Pinocchioôs Gourmet Pizza 

Quad City Animal Welfare Center 

Quad City Re-Bath 

Rock Island County Boardð                 

Ken Maranda 

RIA Federal Credit Union 

RiverStone Group 

Roth Pump 

Ruhl-Ruhl 

Ryan Companies UC Inc. 

Satellite Signals 
Stern Beverage 

THE National Bank 

The Touch Inc. 

Therapeutic Oasis Massage & Spa 

Thomas Paint & Decorating 

Union Federal Savings & Loan 

University of Illinois Extension 

Office 

Valley Construction 

Village Woods Apartments 

VFC Distributors, Inc. 
Village of Milan 

Walman Optical 

Wheelan-Pressly Funeral Home 

Wilbert Vault 

XPAC 

CHAMBER CHAT  
 

Business Card Size AD  
$30 per month  

$160 for 6 month contract  
$320 for 12 month contract  

 
1/4 Page AD  

$40 per month  
$210 for 6 month  contract  
$420 for 12 month contract  

$ 
1/2 Page AD  

$50 per month  
$260 6 month contact  
$520 1 year contract  

 
Full Page AD  

$75 per month  
$425 6 month contract  

$850 1 year contact  

Ad Rates for  

CHAMBER CHAT  



 

 

 

 

See how we can help turn the custom home of your dreams into a reality                             See how we can help turn the custom home of your dreams into a reality                             (309) 756-3720 
 

 

WWW.DIAMOND-BUILDERS.COM 

  Milan Chamber  

Get Ready for June! 
MILAN CHAMBER GOLF OUTING 09 

 
Sponsored by RIA Federal Credit Un-
ion, Black Hawk Bank and DHCU Com-
munity Credit Union the Golf Outing 
will take place June 15 at 1:00 p.m. at 
Pinnacle Country Club.  This preferred 
ball outing includes, both lunch & din-
ner, drinks and one free hole spon-
sorship with your team registration. 
 

Seeking Sponsors for 19th Hole Party 
($750) and Beverage Cart ($500).  
Both of these remaining sponsorship 
packages are a great value.  Please 
feel free to call Cathy Edwards, Ed-
wards Creative for more information 
or your commitment at 309-756-
0199.  Thank you!!  

HELPING A HERO TOUR OF HOMES 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Set your calendars for Saturday, June 
20th and Sunday, June 21st from 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. for the first ever Help-
ing A Hero Tour of Homes featuring 
home additions surrounding the Mi-
lan area including; The Conservancy, 
Fancy Creek Crossing and Fyre Lake 
National Golf Club Community.  The 
home tour will also include a spec-
tacular multi-million dollar home as 
part of the Fancy Creek addition. 
 
Tickets will be available at the above 
additions, the day of.  All proceeds 
will go toward to Helping A Hero 
Fund.  Sponsorship opportunities are 
available, please call Diamond Build-
ers at 309-756-3720 for information. 
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Milan Chamber is taking a break this 
summer, with three Chamber related 
events in June (including “Alive at 
Five”)—it’s time to take a break!  So 
there will be no General Meeting in 
June or July.  Instead Chamber has 
opted for an “Alive at Five” event in 
June only.  No announcements, no 
meeting, no name tags, no speak-
ers...whew.  It’s a casual gathering at 
Toucan’s Sports Bar at (you guessed 
it) 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, June 25.  
No need to register.  Chamber mem-
bers are free and guests are $5.  
 
There will be no general meeting or 
other Chamber events during the 
month of July.     

Now taking your 
donations for raffle 
items, call Chamber 
to arrange pick- up. 

~  
Turn in your team 
registrations today! 

See page 7 

 



  

 



 

 

 

PO Box 1036 - Milan, IL 61264 

www.milanilchamber.org 

 

Book Travel at: 

www.milanilchambertravel.org 

 

 

 NOON Wednesday, May 6, 2009   

General Meeting 

Ribbon Cutting & Open House 

WENDESDAY, MAY 6 

FREE EVENT!!!. 
 Please RSVP to 

staff@milanilchamber.org 

University of Illinois Extension Office 


