
  

 

M ilan Chamber had a busy month in June.  There was some-
thing for everyone; “Community Night” at Modern Woodman 

Park, the Golf Outing at Pinnacle Country Club, The Helping A Hero 
Home Tour featuring housing developments in the Milan vicinity and 
our Milan Chamber’s first ever “Alive at Five” at Toucan’s.  As a result 
of all this activity, there are a lot of pictures in the July edition of 
Chamber Chat.  After paging through it, I began to think of it as a 
year book, featuring tidbits of stories and of course a year-in-review 
in pictures.   

Of coarse, it hasn’t been a year as of yet.  We are at mid-year and 
with no Chamber events in July—it is a good time to focus on recruit-
ing new members.  Our members are our best advocates and can 
best describe the benefits, as you see it, of membership in your local 
Chamber.  Since we are at mid-year; all new members will get their 
membership half-off.  We are running a half-off special!   

Memberships that started at $125 for 20 or less 
employees are now $62.50 and memberships at 
$225 for 20 or more employees are only $112.50.  
It is a great way of new members to get into 
Chamber with minimal financial commitment, 
attend some meetings and hopefully get hooked.   

Milan Chamber is a great community of business owners, who take 
pride our region and have join together to create a climate where all 
partners can prosper and grow.  Let bring more of our neighbors into 
the fold.  Show them a copy of Chamber Chat, invite them to the 
next meeting August 5, send them a link to the website—use your 
imagination.  I hope that our half-off special helps you start that con-
versation.  

Everyone loves a sale!  Applications are available online at 
www.milanilchamber.org or call 309-716-8144 and I will get one to 
you.  Thank you. 

 

 

 

Sarah Wright  
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F rom the upper seats at Modern Woodman stadium you can 
get the best view of the game, the field and the handy work 

of Milan Chamber Member—Bush Turf inc.; 
a leader in landscaping and athletic field 
construction.  Bush Turf projects include 
Major League baseball fields, professional 
and college fields, PGA golf courses and mu-
nicipal and high school fields.  Locally you 
will find evidence of Bush Turfs craftsman-
ship at TPC@Deere Run, Rocky Stadium and Modern Woodman 

Park, as well as, larger venues such as Alliant Energy and Dodger 
Stadium.  

Bush Turf provides both construction and 
renovation services including, consulting and 
field design, drainage and irrigation systems, 
seeding and erosion control.  
  
Next time you find yourself in the upper seats, 
remember to appreciate the game, the view, 

and the lush green turf, courtesy of Bush Turf.    
 

Business Spotlight  ð   Bush Turf Inc. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

 
Mark your calendars for 
August 5 meeting with 

speaker Vicky Miller from 
the Illinois Procurement 

Technical Assistance Cen-
ter who will be speaking 

on opportunities area busi-
ness to sell to the govern-

ment with government 
contracts.  See below for 

more information.   
 
  
 

AUGUST 5 
6 pm 

Parkingl ot of Edwards 
Creative and Doggy Styles 

 
Please RSVP for this   

meeting by calling  
 

309-716-8144  
or contact 

milanilchaber@gmail.com 
 
  
   

JULY 2009 

Sun Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

1 2 3 4 

Fireworks 
Camden 
Park 

òFools live to regret their words, wise 

men live to regret their silence.ó 
 
~Will Henry 

5 6 7 8 

Board Meeting 
Blackhawk Bank & 

Trust 7 AM 
 

9 10 11 

 

12 13 14 15 

 
16 17 18 

 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31    



  

 

Certification and Government Contracting  
Free Webinars    
The Illinois PTAC at the Women's Business Development Center and 
the SBA invite small business owners and entrepreneurs to attend a 
series of free webinars.   These webinar sessions will provide infor-
mation to individuals, small business owners and entrepreneurs 
about government contracts and certification for women owned 
businesses.   The two topics will be covered in separate webinars. 
  
"Are You Ready for a Government Contract" will be held on Thurs-
day, July 16th  
"Is Certification Right for You?" will be held on Thursday, August 
13th.  
  
Webinars will begin at 1:00 p.m. and are scheduled for 90 minutes.  
The webinars will use ReadyTalk, SBA's multi-media training tool.   
ReadyTalk allows you to attend valuable training from the conven-
ience of your home or office at no cost to you.   It is also very easy 
to use. 
  
To register, please send an email to: laura.cawley@sba.gov with 
WEBINAR RESERVATION and the SESSION DATE you wish to attend, 
in the subject line.   Include your name, phone number, and if appli-
cable, company name.   You will be sent an email two days prior to 
the event, confirming your registration.   It will also include the toll 
free conference dial in number and the participant access code for 
both the phone and web portions of the seminar.   Register today, 
space is limited ! 
  
Illinois Procurement Technical Assistance Centers provide one-on-
one counseling, technical information, marketing assistance and 
training to existing businesses that are interested in selling their 
products and/or services to local, state, or federal government 
agencies.   To learn more about PTAC Centers, visit us at 
www.ienconnect.com/ptac.   
 

 

Small Businesses Can  

Apply for ARC Loans    
 

The SBA has begun accepting loans for a 
temporary new program called America's Recovery Capital.  "ARC" 
loans of up to $35,000 are designed to provide a "bridge" for viable 
small businesses with immediate financial hardship--to keep their 
doors open until they get back on track.   
  
ARC loans are deferred-payment loans of up to $35,000, available 
to established, viable, for-profit small businesses that need short-
term help to make their principal and interest payments on existing 
and qualifying business debt.  ARC loans are 100% guaranteed by 

the SBA and have no SBA fees associated  with them.   
  

ARC loans will be disbursed over a period of up to six months and 
will provide funds to be used for payments of principal and interest 
for existing, qualifying small business debt including mortgages, 
term and revolving lines of credit, capital leases, credit card obliga-
tions and notes payable to vendors, suppliers and utilities.   
  
For more information on ARC loans, visit www.sba.gov or contact 
your Illinois Small Business Development Center.   
  

Changes to SBA 504 Loan Program Will 

Allow Businesses to Refinance Existing 

Debt, Expand, Create New Jobs 

Small Businesses seeking to expand will be able to refinance existing 
loans used to purchase real estate and other fixed assets as a result 
of permanent changes to the SBA's 504 Certified Development 
Company loan program.  The changes were authorized in the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.   
  
The permanent changes will allow small businesses to restructure 
eligible debt to help improve their cash flow which, in turn, will en-
hance their viability and support growth and job creation. The 504 
loan program can be used to purchase business real estate or fixed 
assets, such as heavy equipment or machinery, and expand current 
development projects.   
   
Debt Refinancing: Legislation allows 504 program projects to in-
clude a limited amount of debt refinancing if there is a business 
expansion and the debt refinanced does not exceed 50 percent of 
the projected cost of the expansion.  "Expansion" includes any pro-
ject that involves the acquisition, construction or improvement of 
land, building or equipment for use by the small business. The fol-
lowing are some of the conditions under which borrowers will be 
eligible for refinancing: 
  

The debt being refinanced was incurred to acquire land, to con-
struct a building or to purchase equipment.  The assets ac-
quired must be eligible for financing under the 504 program. 

The existing debt is collateralized by fixed assets. 

The existing debt was incurred for the benefit of the small busi-
ness. 

The new financing provides a substantial benefit to the bor-
rower when prepayment penalties, financing fees, and other 
financing costs are taken into account. 

The borrower has been current on all payments of existing debt 
for one year prior to the date of refinancing. 

  
For more information on the 504 loan program and eligibility re-
quirements, go to www.recovery.gov or www.sba.gov/recovery or 
contact your Illinois Small Business Development Center. 

Business 
Opportunities 



 

 

Board Minutes    
   

Cathy Edwards, , Betty Boltz, Chris Bayer, Bruce 

Brooks, Ron Heinzman, Del Steiert, Lory Van 

Blair  Non Board Members:  Absent: Jim Huis-

kamp, Vera Hinrichsen,  John Ryan,  Steve Wilson   

 

Secretaryôs report approved by Ron Heinzman 2nd 

by Steve Wilson  Carried 
Treasurerôs report approved by Ron Heinzman 

2nd by Steve Wilson Carried     

Treasurerôs Report Checking account balance is 
$17,288.09 and $17,022.84 in the CD. 

 

Agenda items  

Bags for the golf outing have been ordered and will 
be here this week and stuffed on Friday at the Vil-

lage Hall. 

We have 19 teams and 10 baskets for the Golf Out-
ing June 15.   

The families selected by the Principals for the Mi-

lan Community Night are the Daniel family and the 
Skelton Family and the LaCamera  family all from 

Ridgewood. . The Anglese family is from Thomas 

Jefferson. 

Chris Bayer reported that his job has changed and 
he is not sure  he will be able to continue on the 

board.  The board agreed that we will wait and see 

how things go. 
 

New Business 

Milan Community Night at Modern Woodman 

Park is June 11.  There has been tremendous sup-
port from Milan for this event.   

 

Helping a Hero Tour of Homes is June 20 and 21.  
All board members and members have been invited 

to a reception on Thursday June 18 at the Conser-

vancy.  Sarah will be send out an email updater. 
 

Alive at Five June 25, at Toucans appetizers will be 

made fresh to order.   

 
There are no events in July except the Board meet-

ing on July 8, at 7 AM at Blackhawk Bank & Trust. 

 
Sarah will be taking vacation in July, dates to 

come. (2Weeks) 

  
 

Meeting Adjourned at 7:25 am 

  

At Modern Woodman Park, June 11 



  

 

BOARD MEMBERS:  

President 

Cathy Edwards 
Edwards Creative Services 

 

Vice President 

Jim Huiskamp 
Blackhawk Bank & Trust 

 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Betty Boltz 
MIP 

Chamber 
members 

Vera Hinrichsen 

Just Kids Early Care &     

Education Centers 

 

Ron Heinzman 

Stern Beverage 

 

John Ryan 

Past President/ CIS Financial 

 

Del Steiert 

Merlôs Business Machines 

 

Lory Van Blair 

Beardsley Printery, Inc. 

 

Steve Wilson 

Johnson and Wilson, P.C. 

 

Bruce Brooks 

Blackhawk Bank & Trust 

 

Chris Bayer 

Aflac Insurance 

BOARD OF D IRECTORS:  

AFLACðChris Bayer 

American Bank & Trust 

Appraisals of Real Estate Barb 

Robertson 

Au Jus Neighborhood Bar and Grill 
Auto Acres Used Parts 

Avonlea Cottage Assisted Living 

B&B Drain Tech Inc. 

B&B Hardware Inc. 

Beardsley Printery, Inc. 

Bennyôs Pizza 

Blackhawk Bank & Trust 

Blackhawk Township 

Brandt Construction 

Bush Turf Inc. 

Diamond Builders 

Dr. Karla Buckrop 
Dwight S. Swartz Sr. and Assoc. 

Builders World Lumber 

CIS Financial Group Inc. 

Coach House Garages 

Collinson and Scott 

Collinson Stone Co. 

Comfort Harbor 

Creative Packaging Co. 

DHCU Community Credit Union 

Diamond Builders 

Doggie Styles 
Edwards Creative Services 

Eriksen Chevrolet-Buick 

 Ferrari Insurance Agency 

Federated Insurance 

First Presbyterian Church 

Flooring Express 

Frye Lake National Golf Commu-

nity & Marina 

Happy Joeôs  

Hi Cliff  Estates 

Honsa Ergonomic Technologies 
Hughes Tire & Battery 

Hurst Mfg. 

Hy-Vee 

IH Mississippi Valley Credit Union 

Ink Catridge Source 

Johannes Bus Service 

Johnston & Wilson, P.C. 

Just Kids Inc. 

Jumerôs Casino Rock Island 

Kitchen Cooked Inc. 

Main Street Barber Shop 

McDonaldôs 
Meatheadôs Meat Market 

Merlôs Business Machines 

Mid American Builders 

Mid American Energy Co. 

Midwest Horseshoeing Supply 

Milan Auction 

Milan Flower Shop and                       

Greenhouse 

Milan Lanes 

Milan License and Title 

Milan Medical Group 
Milan Police Dept. 

Milan Surplus 

MIP 

Missman Stanley & Associates 

Modern Woodmen of America 

Moline Dispatch 

Mr. Edôs Ltd. 

MVP Collision Repair 

Nalevanko-Ullrich Builders Inc. 

Outdoor Innovations/                                    

The Conservancy 
Pinnacle Country Club 

Pinocchioôs Gourmet Pizza 

Quad City Animal Welfare Center 

Quad City Re-Bath 

Rock Island County Boardð                 

Ken Maranda 

RIA Federal Credit Union 

RiverStone Group 

Roth Pump 

Ruhl-Ruhl 

Ryan Companies UC Inc. 

Satellite Signals 
Stern Beverage 

THE National Bank 

The Touch Inc. 

Therapeutic Oasis Massage & Spa 

Thomas Paint & Decorating 

Union Federal Savings & Loan 

University of Illinois Extension 

Office 

Valley Construction 

Village Woods Apartments 

VFC Distributors, Inc. 
Village of Milan 

Walman Optical 

Wheelan-Pressly Funeral Home 

Wilbert Vault 

XPAC 

 
Congratulations to Diamond Builders for a successful 
launch of the Helping A Hero Home Tour.  The tours 
raised funds for injured and fallen veterans.  A recep-
tion at The Conservancy kicked off the first ever home 
tour which was widely attended.   



 

 

  

 
 
 
 

 

2009  
 

The Milan Chamber 
Golf  Outing was a 

great success, raising 
over $9,000.00 ñ a     

record breaker!   
 

Special thanks to:  
 

Title Sponsors  
RIA Credit Union  

Blackhawk Bank & Trust  
DHCU Credit Union  

 
Top Sponsors  

Mr. Edõs 
Milan Medical  

Jumerõs Casino & Hotel 
Just Kids Early Care &       

Education Centers  
Outdoor Innovations  

 

Golf  Committee  
Cathy Edwards, Chair  

Kimberly Smith  
Tim Heim  

Linsey Ross  
Janet Holton  

Stacy Schlapkohl  
Bruce Brooks  

Linda Kurtenbach  
Jodie Behrens  

  
All gift basket donors.  



  

 



 

 

 

PO Box 1036 - Milan, IL 61264 

www.milanilchamber.org 

 

Book Travel at: 

www.milanilchambertravel.org 

 

 

  Wednesday, August 5   

General Meeting 

Speaker: Vicky Miller-PTAC 

WENDESDAY, AUGUST 5 

 6:00 PM 
 Please RSVP to  

milanilchamber@gmail.com 

  

Meeting Hosts:  

 

Edwards Creative and  
Doggy Styles II  

Look for tent in parking lot.  

ñGovernment Contracting & The Economic Potential 
of Your Businessò - Illinois Technical Assistance  

Center Illinois Northwest Region 


