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From The President… 
The signs of autumn are everywhere, which means that winter is 
right around the corner.  As the seasons change, it’s also a good 
time to reflect on the changes that have transpired at the Milan 
Chamber of Commerce.  If you were at the October general meet-
ing, you heard about all of the progress that took place throughout 
the year:  an enhanced website and newsletter, a new office loca-
tion, successful events and beneficial marketing opportunities for 

our chamber membership. 

We are excited to celebrate a successful year as we join with the 

Milan Rotary Club to hold our Holiday Party.   

Mark your calendars for December 19 at  Pinnacle Country Club, 6 
p.m. to midnight..  The cost is $35 per person.  Dinner includes a 
hearty prime rib buffet.  Get your RSVP’s in to the chamber email 

(staff@milanilchamber.org) before  December 5.  

Join us as we celebrate our recent accomplishments, the holiday 

season and the start of a new year! 

 Vera Hinrichsen 
President - Milan Chamber of Commerce 

Executive Director - Just Kids Early Care 

&  Education Centers 

MILAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

NOV. 2008 

Chamber 
chat 

H 
yVee has long been apart of the Milan land-
scape.  November 5, will mark HyVee’s 23 year 
anniversary with 3 1/2 of 

those years at the new location, 210 
West 10th Avenue.  HyVee is open 
24 hours a day/7 days a week with 
exception of Christmas Day.   
 
HyVee offers simple shopping solu-
tions with convenient Floral Shop, 
Bakery, Photo and Home & Garden 
Departments.   
 
“Our Health Market has seen very steady growth”, says 
Tom Hamilton, HyVee Store Director.  “We can offer one 
to one customer support”, thanks in part to HyVee’s staff 
Nutritionist, Val Wheatley who makes menu plans and 
shopping lists for customers and staff members.  The in-

store Pharmacy makes healthy living even easier, phar-
macists can even give flu shots during flu season.   

 
HyVee also offers customers other 
helpful resources like in-store bank-
ing, Wine & Spirits Department, Red-
box movies and HyVee Gas.   
 
Tom Hamilton, Store Director and 
Val Wheatley, staff Nutritionist will 
be celebrating 23 years in Milan at 
Chamber’s next General Meeting, 
November 5.  Ms. Wheatley will be 

presenting; Safe/Healthy Holiday Eating at Milan 
Medical starting at 6 PM.  Dr. Burge will be hosting the 
evening and presenting on their spectrum services. 

Business Spotlight—HyVee  -  www.hy-vee.com 

321 West 2nd Avenue 
Milan, Illinois 62164 

      NOV EM BE R 2008  

WWW .MI LA NI LCHA MB E R.O RG      ( 309 )  716- 8144 

STAFF@MILANILCHAMBER.ORG 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

The following board Nominees 

will be officially elected at the 

November 5 meeting at Milan 

Medical: 

Kathy Edwards, Edwards Creative 

Chris Bayer, Aflac 

Bruce Brooks, Black Hawk  

Bank & Trust 

Lory Van Blair, Beardsley Printery 

John Ryan, CIS Financial 

 

* 

The entertainment for our Holi-

day Party will be provided by 

Comedy Sports.  What better 

way to laugh off tough         

economic times?   

 

* 

Mark your Calendar 

July Storm Recovery Trivia 

Night for the Milan Little 

League scheduled for   

Saturday, November 8  

at the VFW Hall.   

November 2008 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 
Daylight  

Savings Ends 

3 4 
Election Day 

5 

6 PM 
Milan Medical 

General Mtg. 

6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 
7 AM  
Board Mtg. 

13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23/30 24 25 26 27 
Thanksgiving 

28 29 



 3 

So what is TIFF? 

 W 
hat exactly is Tax Increment Financing (TIF)? As 
basically as possible, TIF can be defined as a de-
velopment tool that helps revitalize areas. TIF 

does this by eliminating unfavorable conditions as well as enact-
ing measures that encourage private investment, allowing cities, 
towns and villages to achieve a level of community and        
economic development far beyond current expectations. The    
Village of Milan has three TIF Districts. 
 
How does TIF work? A TIF districtõs revenues (òtax incre-
mentó) comes from the increased assessed value of property 
and improvements within the (TIF) district. Once a TIF district 
is established, the òbaseó assessed value is determined. As    
vacant land and dilapidated properties develop with TIF        
assistance, the equalized assessed valuation (EAV) of those 
properties increases. New property taxes resulting from the 
increased assessed valuation above the base value create incre-
mental increase in tax revenues generated within the TIF dis-
trict. 
 
It should be emphasized that TIF does not generate tax reve-
nues by increasing tax rates.  Rather, TIF generates revenues by 
allowing the municipality to capture, temporarily, the new tax 
revenues generated by the enhanced valuation of the properties 
resulting from the various redevelopment projects.  
 
With TIF all taxing districts continue to receive property taxed 
levied on the base equalized assessed valuation (EAV) of    
properties within the project area. Additionally, municipalities 
have the authority to enter into Intergovernmental Agreements, 
addressing any excessive financial impact the TIF district poses 
to other taxing districts.  
 
Why is TIF of interest to a construction owner or developer? 
Because TIF helps facilitate development. A municipality     
involved in TIF agrees to pay costs or perform certain actions 
as an incentive to make the municipality a TIF district, which is 
attractive to private developers. Activities that a municipality 
might engage in may include construction of public improve-
ments, demolition of buildings, developing planning studies and 
even the rehabilitation of existing structures. It also may include 
construction of new facilities.  
 
Projects eligible for TIF generally must meet certain criteria, 
including the following:  

Project should be located in a blighted area, so that the  
project is deemed necessary in order to eliminate the blight 
conditions.  

Project must be located in TIF district and must meet    
requirements of TIF law. 

Applicants must be able to demonstrate that the revenues 
to be received from TIF project will offset the debt       
incurred from the project. 

Areas that generally qualify for TIF include areas that         
demonstrate conditions of blight. These areas generally include: 

Abandoned buildings 

Underutilized industrial and commercial buildings 

Undeveloped sites that have been planned or zoned for 
development without an existing municipal plan 

Infrastructure and environmental projects for industrial 
enterprises, hospitals 

 
The Village of Milan has created guidelines to measure each 
project on a case-by-case basis. Having these guidelines in place 
helps educate developers and the community about the districts 
and the TIF program.  
 
Annette Ernst works for the Village of Milan and can be reached at    
309-787-8500.  Go to www.milanil.org under the downloads tab to Eco-
nomic Development, see TIF guidelines and Business Assistance Brochure.    
 
   

Submitted by Annette Ernst, Village of Milan, Department of Economic Development  
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Itõs Time for Preschool at            

Just Kids...Weõre Enrolling! 

Indoor and Outdoor Learning Environments, Enhanced 

Curriculum, Certified and Experienced Teachers!  
 

Nationally Accredited Educational programs for 

children 6 months ð12 years!  

Call or Visit Us Online Today!  

(309) 787-6303 

www.justkidsinc.org  
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BOARD MEMBERS:  

President 

Vera Hinrichsen 
Just Kids Early Care & 

Education Centers 

 

Vice President 

Jim Huiskamp 
Blackhawk Bank & Trust 

 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Betty Boltz 
MIP 

 

Chamber 
members 

Cathy Edwards 

Edwards Creative Services, 

LLC 

 

Ron Heinzman 

Stern Beverage 

 

John Ryan 

Past President/ CIS Financial 

 

Del Steiert 

Merl’s Business Machines 

 

Lory Van Blair 

Beardsley Printery, Inc. 

 

Steve Wilson 

Johnson and Wilson, P.C. 

BOARD OF D IRECTORS:  

AFLACðChris Bayer 

American Bank & Trust 

Appraisals of Real Estate Barb 

Robertson 

Au Jus Neighborhood Bar and Grill 
Auto Acres Used Parts 

Avonlea Cottage Assisted Living 

B&B Drain Tech Inc. 

B&B Hardware Inc. 

Beardsley Printery, Inc. 

Bennyôs Pizza 

Blackhawk Bank & Trust 

Blackhawk Township 

Brandt Construction 

Dr. Karla Buckrop 

Builders World Lumber 

CIS Financial Group Inc. 
Coach House Garages 

Collinson and Scott 

Collinson Stone Co. 

Comfort Harbor 

Creative Packaging Co. 

DHCU Community Credit Union 

Diamond Builders 

Doggie Styles 

Edwards Creative Services 

Elite Graphics 

Eriksen Chevrolet-Buick 
Family Funeral Services 

Ferrari Insurance Agency 

Federated Insurance 

First Presbyterian Church 

Flooring Express 

Happy Joeôs  

Hi Cliff MHPI, LLC 

Honsa Ergonomic Technologies 

Hughes Tire & Battery 

Hurst Mfg. 
Hy-Vee 

IH Mississippi Valley Credit Union 

Ink Catridge Source 

Johannes Bus Service 

Johnston & Wilson, P.C. 

Just Kids Inc. 

Kitchen Cooked Inc. 

Main Street Barber Shop 

McDonaldôs 

Meatheadôs Meat Market 

Merlôs Business Machines 

Mid American Builders 
Mid American Energy Co. 

Midwest Horseshoeing Supply 

Milan Auction 

Milan Flower Shop and                       

Greenhouse 

Milan Lanes 

Milan License and Title 

Milan Medical Group 

Milan Police Dept. 

Milan Surplus 

MIP 
Missman Stanley & Associates 

Modern Woodmen of America 

Moline Dispatch 

Mr. Edôs Ltd. 

MVP Collision Repair 

Nalevanko-Ullrich Builders Inc. 

Outdoor Innovations/                                    

The Conservancy 

Pinocchioôs Gourmet Pizza 

Quad City Animal Welfare Center 
Quad City Re-Bath 

Rock Island County Boardð                 

Ken Maranda 

RIA Federal Credit Union 

RiverStone Group 

Roth Pump 

Ruhl-Ruhl 

Ryan Companies UC Inc. 

Satellite Signals 

Skiles Driving School 

Stern Beverage 

THE National Bank 
The Touch Inc. 

Therapeutic Oasis Massage & Spa 

Thomas Paint & Decorating 

Union Federal Savings & Loan 

Valley Construction 

VFC Distributors, Inc. 

Village of Milan 

Walman Optical 

Wheelan-Pressly Funeral Home 

Wilbert Vault 

XPAC 
 

 

 

 

 

E 
very October Chamber is lucky enough to be hosted by Stern 
Beverage for our Annual Review.  At this time the board takes 
stock of the year gone by and looks toward the future.  The Octo-

ber 1 meeting at Stern saw many familiar faces mixed in with some new 
members.  Mayor Duane Dawson, gave a òState of Milanó address and 
Mr. Gerry Huiskamp from Black Hawk Bank and Trust spoke about the 
local, national and world economy.  Attendees enjoyed trying new Bud-
weiser products thanks to Sternõs generosity.    

Thank you Stern Beverage 

Good Help is Hard to 

Findé.. 

Organization  

Let Chamber Know 

about your job 

openings and we 

will post them on 

our website under 

JOBS  

Make use of 

this service ñ     

e-mail your 

listings today.   

This is a new/

free service for 

Chamber 

members. 

Your Job 

Listing Here 

  
  

staff@milanilchamber.org 

Milan Chamber 

of Commerce 
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Please Join Us 
 

Milan Chamber of Commerce &  Milan Rotary Club  
 

Christmas Party  
 

Friday, December 19, 2008  

6:00 pm Social, 7:00 pm Dinner, 8:00 pm Entertainment  
 

Pinnacle Country Club  

11928 Knoxville Road, Milan, Illinois  
 

PLEASE DETACH AND SEND WITH PAYMENT BY  

December 5, 2008  
 

Make checks payable to: Milan Chamber  

 

Mail to:  

 

PO Box 1036 

Milan  IL 61264 

309-716-8144 
 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

Prime Rib Buffet and all the fixings  

 
My Name:  

 
Guestõs Name: 

 
 

           $35.00 Per Person           Total Enclosed: $  
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ñSurvey Says..ò 

S 
pecial thanks to everyone who par-
ticipated in the membership surveys.  
Chamber takes a hard look at these 

for areas of improvement and excellence.  
 
We found Chamber is doing well in the 
area of communication.  However, some 
members are not yet receiving the e-mails.  
If you would like to get regular e-mails on 
Chamber happenings please e-mail 
staff@milanilchamber.org and you will 

be put 

on the list.   
Currently the Planning Committee is map-
ping out the meeting places and topics for 
next year.  They are taking all your sugges-
tions for consideration.  If you would like 
to host a meeting in 2009, please contact 
Sarah at 309-716-8144.    
 
Generally the Membership likes the news-
paper inserts.  We will be continuing these 
in the future and are exploring other media 
outlets to further brand Milan and Cham-

Vera Hinrichsen, Betty Boltz, John Ryan, 

Del Steiert, Lory Van Blair Absent: Cathy 

Edwards, Jim Huiskamp, Ron Heinzman, 

Steve Wilson  Non Board Members Annette 

Ernst 
Meeting opened by President Vera Hinrich-

sen at Blackhawk Bank & Trust 

Secretaryôs report approved by John Ryan  

seconded Del Steiert and carried 

Treasurerôs report approved, with explana-

tion by Betty of credits on balance sheet, by 

John Ryan seconded by Lori Van Blair. Car-

ried.  

Milan Medical will be hosting the Novem-

ber meeting.  Chamber will pick up the cost 

of seating and tables.  Val Wheatley from 

HyVee will present: Safe/Healthy Holiday 
Eating and Dr Burge will give a presentation 

on the services that Milan Medical provides. 

The Holiday Party which is scheduled for 

December 19 at Pinnacle.  Sarah has sched-

uled Comedy Sportz starting at 8 PM. 

At the October General meeting the slate of 

officers presented was: President Cathy Ed-

wards, Vice President Jim Huiskamp, Sec-

Treas Betty Boltz, board members John 

Ryan, Lori Van Blair, Chris Bayer, and 

Bruce Brooks.  Betty pointed out that we did 
not actually have an election.  It was decided 

to have the election at the November general 

meeting.  

MIP fliers were in the paper and we had a 

good showing at the craft fair.  

We need to schedule a meeting date for 

planning next years meeting.  Committee 

members are Vera, Annette, Betty, Cathy, 

Lori and Sarah.  We will meet Wednesday, 

Oct 15, at 7:00 am at Just Kids. 

We pointed out that the Monster Mash is 

Oct 17.  Lori Van Blair made a motion to 
sponsor a table at the Monster Mash not to 

exceed $20.00.  Table sponsorship is 

$25.00.  Seconded by John Ryan, Carried. 

Del and Sarah will hand out treats for Trunk 

or Treats on Oct 23, from 6-7 pm 

Sarah met with a Lamar representative and 

has a price list for two billboards one on I-

280 and the other on Highway 67.  Total 

cost per 60 days is $1005.  Put on hold. 

Sarah will meet with Media Link on Oct 9, 

2008 to talk about other advertising opportu-

nities including television. 
Sarah also explained a fun run possibly for 

May 30, 2009 or Memorial Day Saturday 

AM. May might be the better date.  We can 

rent the finish line from the Cornbelt Run-

ning Club.  It was suggested that Sarah con-

tact Rock River Striders to see what they 

could offer.  

We discussed another newspaper insert with 

suggested tagline of  New Year New Oppor-

tunities or Sweetheart of a Deal. 

The results of the survey to members,  25% 
of the membership was: Communications 

pretty good, would appreciate a phone call 

before meetings, more emails of what is 

going on. 

Meeting topics: good response, would like 

programs on the Milan Strategic plan, more 

networking, partnerships. Advertising:  In- 

 

 

   

serts in newspaper great. 
Participation in activities ï enjoyed the In-

dian Summer Festival. 

Overall rating is 84%, which gave us a 4 

rating.  It was suggested that we do this 

more often, like quarterly. 

 

Thank you 

MIP 

Volunteers 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bruce Brooks 

John Lewendowski 

Gene McGonigle 

Jean McGonigle 

Toni Gasper 

Annette Ernst 

Jake Ernst 

Lory Van Blair 

Chuck Van Blair 

Lori Huiskamp 

Katherine Huiskamp 

Jimmy Huiskamp 

Julia Huiskamp 

Sarah Wright 

Patti Lahn 

Randy Rogers 

Peggy Leiving 

Wayne Leiving 

Joe Schurr 

Sue Bender 

Moose Maranda 

Kimberly Smith 

Del Steiert 

 

Chamber has volunteer          

opportunities throughout the 

year like, the fall and spring 

MIP Arts & Craft Fair, highway 

clean-up, and the Milan  Indian 

Summer Festival.       

 

Board Minutes 10/8/08 Secretary Betty Boltz 
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PO Box 1036 - Milan, IL 61264 

www.milanilchamber.org 

 

Book Travel at: 

www.milanilchambertravel.org 

 

OUR NEW OFFICE IS  

LOCATED AT THE FORMER  

MILAN MUNICIPAL  

BUILDING! 

General Meeting 

 

Evening Meeting at Milan Medical Group 

Wednesday, November 5, 2008 

NOV. 5 ð 6 PM 
Cost for meeting is $7 in advance or $10 at 

the door.  Please RSVP to 

staff@milanilchamber.org  

 
Open to

 all e
mployees of 

chamber m
embers

 

NETW
ORK 

SOCIA
LIZ

E  

LEARN 

Bring a co-worker and come network with other Chamber Members 
Sit down dinner with presentations from Dr. Burge of Milan Medical and Val Wheatley, Dietician from HyVee. 


