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A 
s someone who has worked in the early childhood educa-

tion field for over 30 years, I am continually focused on 

how we can better educate area children.  However, I must 

also make sure that my teaching and administrative staff members 

have opportunities to continue learning and growing in their skilled 

professions.  In an article on the United States Chamber of Com-

merce Magazine website (www.uschambermagazine.com), Karen 

Elzey, Vice President and Executive Director of the U.S. Chamber 

Institute for a Competitive Workforce, writes about the importance 

of creating a working culture that encourages enduring education.  

Elzey states, “We must foster a culture that emphasizes lifelong 

learning and adopt a mind-set that education doesn't end in your 

early 20s.”   

 

There is no doubt that human talent is the most valuable resource 

that we have as business owners.  But we must also seek out ways 

to encourage continuing professional development.  Elzey goes on 

to state, “We need a flexible, evolving education and training sys-

tem available to meet the needs of young students and midcareer 

workers.” 

 

How do you as business owners encourage continuing professional 

development?  In what ways are your employees benefiting from 

continuing education?  Do you partner and collaborate with other 

institutions to provide training and education for your field?  For 

those of you that are self-employed, how do you motivate yourself 

to keep learning?  I would love to get your input and post your 

ideas in the next newsletter.  Please send your comments to 

staff@milanilchamber.org. 

 

 

 Vera Hinrichsen 
President - Milan Chamber of Commerce 

Executive Director - Just Kids Early Care 

&  Education Centers 
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F irst Presbyterian Church located at 1620 First Street West, 

Milan offers a variety of ministries 

including: worship, Sunday school, fellow-

ship opportunities, pastoral care, Bible 

studies, community involvement and mis-

sions (both local and international).  Church 

office hours are:  Monday thru Friday, 8:30 

a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and 1:00 to 4:30 p.m.  

 

First Presbyterian Church of Milan is in the 

“business” of inviting healing and hope into 

our world through sharing the good news of Christ’s gift of life for 

all humankind.  First Presbyterian provides worship services every 

Sunday at 10:00 a.m. and Sunday School at 9:00 a.m.  Everyone is 

welcome for worship.  First Presbyterian Members 

strive to live a gospel of acceptance, appreciation 

of diversity, cooperation, and sharing with love 

and joy. 

 

Pastor Joyce Basler of First Presbyterian Church 

of Milan is the only clergy member of Milan 

Chamber.  Pastor Joyce is a new member but, it is 

already a regular at Chamber General Meetings, 

even participating in some of Chambers volunteer-

ing events this year.   

 

Business SpotlightðFirst Presbyterian Church of Milan    www.firstpresybterianchurchmilan.org 

321 West 2nd Avenue 
Milan, Illinois 62164 
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Black Hawk 1/2 page here 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

* 

The Village of Milan is hosting 

an Open House for the        

community to be held          

December 7 from 1 to 4 p.m.  

at the new Municipal Buidling. 

Tours and refreshments will be 

available. 

 

* 

Would your business like to 

host The Milan Chamber of 

Commerce?  Weôre Looking for 

office space for little to no cost.   

Contact 309-716-8144         

with your offer.   

 

* 

Milan Chamber is accepting gift 

basket donations for the      

Holiday Party.  Donations can 

be dropped of at Just Kids or 

call 309-716-8144 and some-

one will pick it up for you.  

December 2008 

Sun Mon Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 Village 

Open 

House 1-4 

8 9 
 

10 

7 AM Board 

Meeting 

11 12 13 

14 15 

Festival of 

Lights 

16 17 
 

18 19 

Holiday Party 

Pinnacle @ 6 

20 

21 

Hanukkah 

Begins 

22 23 24 Chamber 

closed until 

Jan 5 

25 

Christmas 

Day 

26 27 

28 29 30 31 

New Years 

Eve 

1 
New Years 

2 3 
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Chamber 
Donõt forget...The Milan Chamber of Commerce is your source for great deals for 

personal and business travel!  The Chamber has partnered with YTB Travel Interna-
tional for a unique opportunity called Passport to Giving.  Through this partnership, the Milan Chamber is now your 

online travel provider.  Itõs a win-win for Milan and for you!   
 

www.milanilchambertravel.com 
 

When you log on to  www.milanilchambertravel.com to book your personal and business travel, you will be making 
a donation to fund the activities of our organization.  Instead of the travel commission going to a travel company, it is 
donated to the Chamber.  This means you won't pay more for your hotel, car rental, vacation package or cruise - and 

you'll be helping to make Milan a better place!   
 

YOU WILL PAY THE SAME OR LESS THAN OTHER ONLINE TRAVEL SITES AND HELP  
MILAN CHAMBER AT THE SAME TIME!    

 

 

User Testimonial: 

"I have used (the Milan Chamber Travel site) to book 21 separate travel events, from hotels to cars to airfare.  In fact our 

airfare for our annual Montana elk hunting trip was cheaper than going to the airline's own website. My bottom line re-

port is that it is just as easy to use as the other travel sites (I am a VIP or Premium member of Travelocity, Expedia, Or-

bitz and Cheaptickets) and I am glad that the Chamber will be getting some of the commish!" 

John Ryan - CIS Financial Group, Inc., Milan Chamber Board Member 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Travel 

 



 4 

BOARD  MEMBERS :  

President 

Vera Hinrichsen 

Just Kids Early Care & 

Education Centers 

 

Vice President 

Jim Huiskamp 

Blackhawk Bank & Trust 

 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Betty Boltz 

MIP 

 

Chamber 
members 

Board Minutes 11/12/08 Secretary Betty Boltz 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
 

Cathy Edwards  

Edwards Creative Services, 

 

Ron Heinzman  

Stern Beverage 

 

John Ryan  

Past President/ CIS Financial 

 

Del Steiert  

Merlôs Business Machines 

 

Lory Van Blair  

Beardsley Printery, Inc. 

 

Steve Wilson  

Johnson and Wilson, P.C. 

BOARD  OF DIRECTORS:  

 

 

AFLAC—Chris Bayer 

American Bank & Trust 

Appraisals of Real Estate Barb 

Robertson 

Au Jus Neighborhood Bar and Grill 

Auto Acres Used Parts 

Avonlea Cottage Assisted Living 

B&B Drain Tech Inc. 

B&B Hardware Inc. 

Beardsley Printery, Inc. 

Benny’s Pizza 

Blackhawk Bank & Trust 

Blackhawk Township 

Brandt Construction 

Dr. Karla Buckrop 

Builders World Lumber 

CIS Financial Group Inc. 

Coach House Garages 

Collinson and Scott 

Collinson Stone Co. 

Comfort Harbor 

Creative Packaging Co. 

DHCU Community Credit Union 

Diamond Builders 

Doggie Styles 

Edwards Creative Services 

Elite Graphics 

Eriksen Chevrolet-Buick 

Family Funeral Services 

Ferrari Insurance Agency 

Federated Insurance 

First Presbyterian Church 

Flooring Express 

Happy Joe’s  

Hi Cliff MHPI, LLC 

Honsa Ergonomic Technologies 

Hughes Tire & Battery 

Hurst Mfg. 

Hy-Vee 

IH Mississippi Valley Credit Union 

Ink Catridge Source 

Johannes Bus Service 

Johnston & Wilson, P.C. 

Just Kids Inc. 

Kitchen Cooked Inc. 

Main Street Barber Shop 

McDonald’s 

Meathead’s Meat Market 

Merl’s Business Machines 

Mid American Builders 

Mid American Energy Co. 

Midwest Horseshoeing Supply 

Milan Auction 

Milan Flower Shop and                       

Greenhouse 

Milan Lanes 

Milan License and Title 

Milan Medical Group 

Milan Police Dept. 

Milan Surplus 

MIP 

Missman Stanley & Associates 

Modern Woodmen of America 

Moline Dispatch 

Mr. Ed’s Ltd. 

MVP Collision Repair 

Nalevanko-Ullrich Builders Inc. 

Outdoor Innovations/                                    

The Conservancy 

Pinocchio’s Gourmet Pizza 

Quad City Animal Welfare Center 

Quad City Re-Bath 

Rock Island County Board—                 

Ken Maranda 

RIA Federal Credit Union 

RiverStone Group 

Roth Pump 

Ruhl-Ruhl 

Ryan Companies UC Inc. 

Satellite Signals 

Skiles Driving School 

Stern Beverage 

THE National Bank 

The Touch Inc. 

Therapeutic Oasis Massage & Spa 

Thomas Paint & Decorating 

Union Federal Savings & Loan 

Valley Construction 

VFC Distributors, Inc. 

Village of Milan 

Walman Optical 

Wheelan-Pressly Funeral Home 

Wilbert Vault 

XPAC 

 

 

 

 

 

Vera Hinrichsen, Jim Huiskamp, Betty Boltz, Cathy Ed-
wards, Ron Heinzman, Del Steiert, Lory Van Blair, Ab-
sent: John Ryan, Steve Wilson, Non Board Members 
Annette Ernst. Meeting opened by President Vera 
Hinrichsen at Stern Beverage 
Secretaryôs report approved by Ron Heinzman seconded 
Del Steiert and carried. Treasurerôs report approval ta-
bled until we get the balance sheet up to date. 
After a discussion about the year end deficit in the check-
ing account, Ron Heinzman made a motion to transfer 
$3,000 from the CD to the checking account at the end of 
November.  Seconded by Lori Van Blair carried. 
     Sarah Wright informed the board that she is working 
on a monthly newspaper insert for the RI Argus. 
It was suggested we work in the months that we have 
something special and fill in the others after we fill those 
months. 
     The Holiday Party which is scheduled for December 
19 at Pinnacle.  Sarah has scheduled Comedy Sportz 
starting at 8 PM.  A letter has been sent out requesting 
raffle baskets for the Holiday Party. 
Cathy Edwards pointed out that we will have some cross-

overs on the reservations for Rotary.  We can keep track 
of the attendance on the spreadsheet when reservations 
are made. 
     Next yearôs planning committee met and Sarah re-
ported that she has confirmed with most businesses 
about their commitment to host a meeting.  We have the 
calendars and will make stickers to put in the proper 
month and date as a reminder for our members. 
     Annette Ernst spoke to Joe Taylor from the Quad City 
Visitor Bureau and suggested that the Village, Chamber 
and MIP meet with the Visitor Bureau to work out a plan 
to see what they can do for us.  Annette will work on a 
meeting time. 
     Since the University of Illinois Extension office is 
taking over the old municipal building; the Chamber 
office will need to move again.  We will put something in 
the next newsletter requesting free space for our office.  
We also discussed the possibility of not having office 
space. 
     Sarah met with Media Link on Oct 9, 2008 to talk 
about other advertising opportunities including television; 
we will have a Lunch and Learn to share this information. 

     Annette Ernst explained that she is working on an 
updated Village survey for Milan business concerning 
expansion, new business and retention due out the first 
of the year.  Information given will be private, but the 
completed results can be shared with the community. 
     Our dues structure was discussed and it was sug-
gested that we need an increase.  Elected and Clergy to 
$75.00, 1 to 20 employees to $125.00 and 20 and over 
$225.00.  Each membership will include one meal.  Any 
guest attending dinner meetings will be at a cost to be 
determined.  Del Steiert made a motion to accept the 
dues structure as discussed Seconded by Jim Huiskamp.  
Carried. 
     Annette Ernst thanked us for our participation in the 
Trunk or Treat, it was estimated that about 750 children 
participated in the event.  They have already discussed 
improvements for next year. 
The Village will have an OPEN HOUSE on December 
7 from 1 to 4 pm to show off the new Village Hall. 
Next Board  Meeting will be December 10 at Blackhawk 
Bank and Trust at 7:00am.  Any member is invited to 
attend all board meetings.  Meeting adjourned at 8:15. 
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Milan Chamber of Commerce 
P.O. Box 1036 

Milan, Illinois 61201 
 

309-716-8144 
 

www.milanilchamber.org 
 

staff@milanilchamber.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ñChanging to Make  
Milan a better placeò 

Milan Chamber of Commerce Membership Application 2009  

Membership Dues Structure   

Elected Officials and Clergy $75.00 

Retired/Residental $75 

0-20 Employees $125 

20 Employees and over $225 

The Milan Chamber of Commerce is the heart of 
the Milan business community.  Your member-
ship is your tool to help grow your business and 
gives you access to a spectrum of programs and 

services.  General Meetings are held monthly and 
include meals for one member only. Additional meals can 

be purchased for $7 per person.    

Complete the information below and return with your payment 
 

MEMBER INFORMATION  

Business Name: Member Name: 

Number of Employees: Spouse Name: 

Business Address: Home Address: 

 City:                           State:                 Zip: City:                            State:               Zip: 

Billing Address: Home Phone: 

Business Phone: Cell Phone: 

Business e-mail: Personal e-mail: 

   Check here if you would like to receive Chamber Update e-mails to keep abreast of Chamber 

events.  Your address will not be distributed or sold to anyone. 

Chamber distributes the Chamber Chat newsletter monthly, please indicate which method you would 

like the receive them.   

 E-mail only                                                     Standard Mail                                  Both 

I/We would like to more about: 

 

 

 

I/We joined Milan Chamber because:  

 

 

 

I/We would like to see Milan Chamber do:   

 

 

 

I would like to volunteer or contribute to the following community events on behalf of Chamber, 

please check all that apply: 

 Sponsor a General Meeting 

 Indian Summer Festival 

 Annual Holiday Party 

 MIP Arts & Craft Fair 

 Golf Outing  

 Recruiting a new member 

 Other________________ 

Please mail in with payment to P.O. Box 1036 Milan, Illinois 61264    
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Itõs Time for Preschool at            

Just Kids...Weõre Enrolling! 

Indoor and Outdoor Learning Environments, Enhanced 

Curriculum, Certified and Experienced Teachers!  
 

Nationally Accredited Educational programs for 

children 6 months ð12 years!  

Call or Visit Us Online Today!  

(309) 787-6303 

www.justkidsinc.org  
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FREE OFF ER  

  Advertise  

with the Milan Chamber of Commerce and get the most óbank for your buckô 

Tel: 555 555 5555 

Organization Name 

Organization  

Chamber Chat goes out to 
all Chamber Members on a 
monthly basis.  Itôs a great 
way to increase your    
visibility and connect with 
business leaders in your       
community. 

Describe your location by 
landmark or area of town. 

List your hours or the time and 
date of your event. 

Advertise in Chamber Chat  

Advertise in Chamber Chat  

Business Card Size AD  
$30 per month  

$160 for 6 month contract  
$320 for 12 month contract  

 
1/2 Page AD  

$50 per month  
$260 6 month contact  
$550 1 year contract  

 
Full Page AD  

$75 per month  
$425 6 month contract  

$850 1 year contact  
 

Contact Chamber to place your ad  
staff@milanilchamber.org  

309-716-8144  
 

Ad Rates 2009  

Tel: 555 555 5555 

Organization Name  Organization  

The Milan Chamber of Commerce has more advertis-

ing opportunities than ever.  Inserts in the Argus/

Dispatch/Leader have been a huge success and will 

be continued into 2009.   

 

SPACE IS LIMITEDñRESERVE YOUR SPOT NOW.  

These ads place you in Milan and helps you    

target your market.  Inserts are placed in     

newspapers in Milan, Rock Island and Moline.   

Business card size ads are only $108.16 are 

inserted twice on glossy paper, full color.  Inserts 

are distributed to over 10,000 households.      

Inserts will be celebrating events in Milan like the MIP Arts and Crafts Fair, 

the Indian Summer Festival, Fireworks and the Chamber Golf Outing.  As 

these months are filled, Chamber will be expanding beyond these events for 

greater visibility of Chamber Membership.  Place your ads today! 

staff@milanilchamber.org or 309-716-8144 

 

00% OFF 

SAVE THE DATE: Special Session, Lunch & Learn  

At this Lunch & Learn you will 

find out about the advertising 

opportunities available for 

Chamber Members. 
 

A representative from Media 

Link will give a presentation 

on constructing a campaign to 

bring more people to Milan.  

This campaign will depend 

solely on your interest and 

your input is greatly appreci-

ated.  IT IS IMPORTANT THAT 

YOU ARE PRESENT TO HEAR 

ABOUT THIS OPPORTUNITY.  

What kind of exposure are you 

looking for?  Link your objec-

tives with Chamber, together 
we can project a meaningful   

image of Milan.    

The Special Session, Lunch & Learn will 

be held in addition to Februaryõs 

General Meeting.   

 

Wednesday, February 18 

12:00ñ1:30 p.m. 

P inocch ios Gourmet P izza 

119 F i rst  Ave.  West 

Mi lan,  I l l ino is 

 

Join us for a discussion on the direction 

of this first ever coordinated media 

campaign with your fellow business 

members.  Lunch includes Pinocchios 

Gourmet Pizzas, salad & bread sticks, 

and beverages.   

 

Media L ink,  Inc .  i s   fu l l-serv ice  

agency serv ing local  and 

reg ional  c l ients .   They he lp  

develop an overa l l  s t rategy,  

cont rac t  ou t  the c reat ive 

serv ices,  then implement the 

plan in the media .    
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Please Join Us  
 

Milan Chamber of Commerce &  Milan Rotary Club  
 

Christmas Party  
 

Friday, December 19, 2008  

6:00 pm Social, 7:00 pm Dinner, 8:00 pm Comedy Sports  
 

Pinnacle Country Club  

11928 Knoxville Road, Milan, Illinois  
 

PLEASE DETACH AND SEND WITH PAYMENT BY  

December 5, 2008  
 

Make checks payable to: Milan Chamber  

 

Mail to:  

 

PO Box 1036 

Milan  IL 61264 

309-716-8144 
 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 

Prime Rib Buffet and all the fixings  

 
My Name:  

 
Guestõs Name: 

 
 

           $35.00 Per Person           Total Enclosed: $  
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PO Box 1036 - Milan, IL 61264 

www.milanilchamber.org 

 

Book Travel at: 

www.milanilchambertravel.org 

 

OUR NEW OFFICE IS  

LOCATED AT THE FORMER  

MILAN MUNICIPAL  

BUILDING! 

 

Celebrate the Holidays at the  

Milan Chamber of Commerce &  Milan Rotary Club  

 

Holiday  Party 
 

Friday, December 19, 2008  

6:00 pm Social, 7:00 pm Dinner, 8:00 pm Comedy Sports  
 

Pinnacle Country Club  

11928 Knoxville Road, Milan, Illinois  

 

Now accepting your reservations.  See inside.  

 


