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A 
s someone who has worked in the early childhood educa-

tion field for over 30 years, I am continually focused on 

how we can better educate area children.  However, I must 

also make sure that my teaching and administrative staff members 

have opportunities to continue learning and growing in their skilled 

professions.  In an article on the United States Chamber of Com-

merce Magazine website (www.uschambermagazine.com), Karen 

Elzey, Vice President and Executive Director of the U.S. Chamber 

Institute for a Competitive Workforce, writes about the importance 

of creating a working culture that encourages enduring education.  

Elzey states, ñWe must foster a culture that emphasizes lifelong 

learning and adopt a mind-set that education doesn't end in your 

early 20s.ò   

 

There is no doubt that human talent is the most valuable resource 

that we have as business owners.  But we must also seek out ways 

to encourage continuing professional development.  Elzey goes on 

to state, ñWe need a flexible, evolving education and training sys-

tem available to meet the needs of young students and midcareer 

workers.ò 

 

How do you as business owners encourage continuing professional 

development?  In what ways are your employees benefiting from 

continuing education?  Do you partner and collaborate with other 

institutions to provide training and education for your field?  For 

those of you that are self-employed, how do you motivate yourself 

to keep learning?  I would love to get your input and post your 

ideas in the next newsletter.  Please send your comments to 

staff@milanilchamber.org. 

 

 

 Vera Hinrichsen 
President - Milan Chamber of Commerce 

Executive Director - Just Kids Early Care 

&  Education Centers 
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F irst Presbyterian Church located at 1620 First Street West, 

Milan offers a variety of ministries 

including: worship, Sunday school, fellow-

ship opportunities, pastoral care, Bible 

studies, community involvement and mis-

sions (both local and international).  Church 

office hours are:  Monday thru Friday, 8:30 

a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and 1:00 to 4:30 p.m.  

 

First Presbyterian Church of Milan is in the 

ñbusinessò of inviting healing and hope into 

our world through sharing the good news of Christôs gift of life for 

all humankind.  First Presbyterian provides worship services every 

Sunday at 10:00 a.m. and Sunday School at 9:00 a.m.  Everyone is 

welcome for worship.  First Presbyterian Members 

strive to live a gospel of acceptance, appreciation 

of diversity, cooperation, and sharing with love 

and joy. 

 

Pastor Joyce Basler of First Presbyterian Church 

of Milan is the only clergy member of Milan 

Chamber.  Pastor Joyce is a new member but, it is 

already a regular at Chamber General Meetings, 

even participating in some of Chambers volunteer-

ing events this year.   
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321 West 2nd Avenue 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

* 

The Village of Milan is hosting 

an Open House for the        

community to be held          

December 7 from 1 to 4 p.m.  

at the new Municipal Buidling. 

Tours and refreshments will be 

available. 

 

* 

Would your business like to 

host The Milan Chamber of 

Commerce?  Weôre Looking for 

office space for little to no cost.   

Contact 309-716-8144         

with your offer.   

 

* 

Milan Chamber is accepting gift 

basket donations for the      

Holiday Party.  Donations can 

be dropped of at Just Kids or 

call 309-716-8144 and some-

one will pick it up for you.  

December 2008 

Sun Mon Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 Village 

Open 

House 1-4 

8 9 
 

10 

7 AM Board 

Meeting 

11 12 13 

14 15 

Festival of 

Lights 

16 17 
 

18 19 

Holiday Party 

Pinnacle @ 6 

20 

21 

Hanukkah 

Begins 

22 23 24 Chamber 

closed until 

Jan 5 

25 

Christmas 

Day 

26 27 

28 29 30 31 

New Years 

Eve 

1 
New Years 

2 3 


