
It is easily 
apparent that 
Mutual Wheel Company 
located at 3215 East 1st Street 
in Milan is home to the truck ex-
perts.  With trailers and trucks in 
their front lot it is easy to see that 
the professionals at Mutual Wheel 
can handle anything from a Ford 
Ranger to a Big Mac truck.   
 
On closer inspection; visitors to Mu-
tual Wheel will find  that Mutual 
Wheel has been in business for over 
100 years.  Starting in 1893 in 
Moline, Illinois as a manufacturer of 
wooden wheels for carriages.  The 
company has survived and thrived 
during major changes in the trans-
portation industry; eventually evolv-
ƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ 
truck parts and service company 
with over nine locations, including 
Milan, which specializes in wheel 
alignments and frame straightening.   
 
With over 100 years dedicated to 
the service, Mutual Wheel has 
ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ 
the truck experts and they have the 
longevity to prove it.   
 

www.mutualwheel.com      
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Joel Brunsvold/Milan  

Photography Contest  

 If you are a business person or resident 

of Milan, you will remember Mr. Joel 

Brunsvold as a long time supporter and 

resident of Milan serving as Mayor from 

1977 to 1983.  Mr. Brunsvold also served 

as District 72 state repre-

sentative from 1983 to 

2003, the post now held 

by Patrick Verschoore.   

He was chosen by the 

governor to serve as the 

director of the Illinois 

Department of Natural 

Resources, a post he held 

from 2003 until his retire-

ment in 2005.   

If you knew Joel, you  

might have known his long standing     

public service record and service to Milan.  

But, not many knew that he was an avid 

wildlife enthusiast and photographer.  

Purchasing a brand new camera not long 

before his passing in September of last 

year.  The Joel Brunsvold/Milan Photogra-

phy Contest is named in honor of his 

memory and service to Milan.   

The purpose of the contest is to showcase 

Milan and areas of distinction closely sur-

rounding Milan.  To highlight the places, 

faces and spaces that make Milan a great 

place to live, work and play and to pro-

vide a venue for regional photographers 

to display their artistry and skill.   

The Joel Brunsvold/Milan Contest is for 

everyone; that is why the Milan Chamber 

of Commerce has three divisions for en-

tries: Professional, Amateur and Junior 

(18 years or younger).  Prizes will be 

awarded to the top three 

entries of each division.  

This portion of the contest 

is proudly sponsored by 

Eriksen Chevrolet-Buick.   

All entries must be sent to 

aƛƭŀƴ /ƘŀƳōŜǊΩǎ tΦhΦ .ƻȄ 

no later than August 15, 

2011.    

The photo contest will 

come to completion in an 

event to unveil the photo 

contest winners and thank the contribut-

ing organizations/sponsors.  The event 

will be held: 
 

Wednesday, September 7th at 6 p.m. 

Milan Community Center 
 

Speaker and local historian , Roland 

¢ǿŜŜǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΣ ά¢ƘŜ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

IŜƴƴŜǇƛƴ /ŀƴŀƭΦέ  /ƻƴǘŜǎǘŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ 

Milan residents are invited to this free 

public event.   

More information about the Joel Bruns-

vold/Milan Photography Contest is lo-

cated at the Milan Chamber website un-

der the Events tab.  Please see Call for 

Submissions Form and Release/Contact 

Form at: www.milanilchamber.org 



Page Presidentôs   
JIM HUISKAMP, V.P. BLACK HAWK BANK  & TRUST  

 What a wonderful turnout for our Annual Mi-

lan Chamber Golf outing which was held at the 

beautiful Pinnacle Country Club here in Milan.  

The course showed very well and all in all, the 

weather held out with only a few raindrops 

here and there.  We had a full course with 18 

ǘŜŀƳǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ  L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ 

all enough for joining with us to celebrate Mi-

lan and continue to grow our relationships.   

BIG thanks to our Vice President, Kevin Hum-

phrey, who headed up the team to coordinate 

this large undertaking.  This is our main fund-

raiser for the year and it was a great success.  

hǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǿƘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƭŦ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ǿŜǊŜΥ /ƘǳŎƪ ŀƴŘ [ƻǊȅ 

VanBlair, Sara Prochaska, Janet Holton, and Stacy Schlapkohl .   

I would be remiss if I did not thank our event sponsors for their gen-

erosity.  A full listing of those has been reprinted in this current 

newsletter on the opposite page. 

Three teams tied for first place with incredibly suspect scores of 58, 

which was 14 strokes under par.  I have collected copies of those 

score cards and subsequently turned those over to the local account-

ing firm of Wei, Cheetum, and Often.  They should be contacting the 

άǿƛƴƴŜǊǎέ ǎƻƻƴΦ 

There are several chamber committees actively meeting of issues we 

hope will positively affect Milan.  I was thrilled to get a call from a 

non board member who wanted to join one of them recently.  Con-

sider becoming more active in your chamber.  Give Sarah, or myself, 

a call if you feel you can spare some time. 

Our next meeting will be held at Milan Lanes on August 3rd at 6pm.  

Our presenter will be Dougas Tschopp from Augustana College.  

Doug is the Entrepreneurial Center Director and will be speaking on 

ǿŜōǎƛǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ǘƛǘƭŜŘΣ άaŀƪƛƴƎ ¸ƻǳǊ 

²ŜōǎƛǘŜ ώŀƴŘ {ƻŎƛŀƭ aŜŘƛŀϐ ²ƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ¸ƻǳǊ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦέ 

Take care, 

Jim 

Jim Huiskamp  

309.787.9559  

jim@ChoosetheChief.com  

  

 

 

 

Jim Huiskamp 

Vice President, Black 

Hawk Bank & Trust 

Milan Chamber 

President 

Milan  Community Night  

Milan Community Night at Modern Woodman Park will be 

held on Thursday, August 11.  This year our community night 

will become a fund-raising Milan Community Night at Modern 

Woodman Park will be held on Thursday, Au-

gust 11: doors open at 5:30 p.m. and game 

starts at 8:00 p.m.  This year our community 

night will become a fund-raising event the for 

Big Island Soil & Water Conservation Group 

(BISWPA).  Their project is multi-phased to 

include a recreational path around Mirror 

Lake; a Heron Statue in the lake, and many 

other amenities for our community and those 

visiting the community will enjoy for years to 

come!  For more information on the project or 

volunteer time please feel free to contact ei-

ther ChrisTina Kost at tntkost@sbcglobal.net 

or Randy Wlaskolich at Wlaskolich@aol.com .  

The Village of Milan has sponsored the Community Night in 

the past and can proudly say that our community nights have 

been the largest that Modern Woodman Park has ever had.  

Last year our community and businesses purchased 250 tick-

ets, and we are striving to sell at least 300 this year.  The QC 

River Bandits do a wonderful job to make us feel at home and 

provide extra 

attention to our 

attendees.   To 

help motivate ticket sales, I would like to place 

a challenge to each and every business and 

civic organization to purchase at least 10 tick-

ets.  The business or organization with the 

most ticket purchases will receive a plaque and 

will throw out the first pitch at the game! Tick-

ets are $7, and $3 of each ticket sale will go 

directly to the project!  Tickets can be pur-

chased at the Milan Village Hall ς just call or 

email me and I will hold any amount back for 

ȅƻǳΦ [ŜǘΩǎ tŀŎƪ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƪΗ   

  

Annette Ernst 

Economic Development Director 

Village of Milan 



TITLE SPONSORS 

Golf Cart     I     19th Hole Party 

Beverage      I      Lunch 

 

Golf Outing Sponsors 

Group O 

Flooring Xpress 

Ruhl & Ruhl 

Friends of Pat Vershoore 

Missman Inc. 

XPAC 

Black Hawk Bank & Trust 

Black Hawk Bank & Trust 
ladies 

IH Mississippi Valley Credit 
Union 

McDonalds 

Collinson & Scott 

aǊΦ 9ŘΩǎ 

{ǘŜǊƴΩǎ .ŜǾŜǊŀƎŜ 

Moose Maranda 

Mid American 

 

 

Kevin Humphery, Chair 

Chuck & Lory VanBlair 

Sarah Prochaska 

Janet Holton 

Stacy Schlapkohl 

Patti McRaeτVolunteer 

Del SteirtτVolunteer 

HyVee 

IH Mississippi Valley Credit 
Union 

Happy Joes 

B&B Hardware 

Quad City Animal Welfare 
Shelter 

KFC  

.ŜƴƴȅΩǎ tƛȊȊŀ 

Pizza Hut 

The Ribeye Basket 

Milan Lanes 

Meatheads 

Pagalos 

aǊΦ 9ŘΩǎ 

John Taylor Spa 

Karla Buckrop 

{ǘŜǊƴΩǎ .ŜǾŜǊŀƎŜ 

Welcome Inn 

OnMedia Cable 

Simoniz 

Iwireless Center 

Moline Parks & Recreation 

River Bandits 

9ǊƛƪǎŜƴΩǎ /ƘŜǾǊƻƭŜǘ 

 

Teams Donors 

Special thanks to everyone who participated in making 

the Milan Chamber Golf Outing a success.  The Outing 

is the only fundraiser that directly benefits the Milan 

Chamber of Commerce, securing chambers long term 

viability.   

 

Committee 

Golf    Outing 2011 

See more photos page 4 





Chamber Minutes    

 

Chamber  Minutes ___6-8-2011 

Jim Huiskamp, Betty Boltz, Bruce Brooks, Ron Heinzman, Vera 
Hinrichsen , Kevin Humphrey,  Dave Temple, Del Steiert, Lori 
Van Blair, Steve Wilson Non Board Members: Sarah Wright  
Absent Dennis Mosley, John Ryan Guest Sarah Wright and An-
nette Ernst 

{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ !ǇǊƛƭ  ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ Ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ōȅ 
Ron Heinzman  2nd  Del Steiert  carried 

¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ !ǇǊƛƭ  ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ϷнлΣуоуΦтлΦ aŀȅ 
checking balance $ 22,855.86 CD no change $17,022.84   A 
motion by Ron Heinzman and 2nd by Steve Wilson  carried 

President Jim asked for reports from the appointed commit-
tees.     

Planning:  Milan Signage ς Our sign is missing from one organ-
izational sign and not very visible on the others.  We need to 
do something with all the organizational signs.  There is a com-
mittee to take care of the organizational signs that take care of 
the each one.  Some of the signs are on private property so we 
might be able to move forward.  In the fall we will contact all 
the organization to see what can be done.  Does the Village 
have any plan to put up Welcome to Milan signs?  It was sug-
gested that we work together to move forward.   

We have a sign committee of Vera Hinrichsen, Kevin Hum-
phrey, Annette Ernst and Betty Boltz.  We were given a quote 
by Edwards Creative in December.  Permission was given to go 
ahead with this project.   

Communications:  Milan Market Place needs to look into this 
and get some prices to present this.  It is like Groupon.  This 
would generate more people to our website.  Home pages 
phone book is being used to update the all Milan businesses.  

Need to communicate better with new businesses.  Annette 
offered to send an email of new businesses as they come into 
Milan. 

Membership:  The past business list has been sent to the com-
mittee.  We need to question why businesses did not rejoin.   

Economic Development:  Meeting prep for the Village panel.  
It was decided to change the panel to November.    September 
Meeting is Roland Tweet along with the Brunsvold Picture 
Contest.   

Legislative LiaisonΥ  tƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƪƳŜƴΩǎ /ƻƳǇΦ  
wŜŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘƛƴƎ ƳŀǇǎ ŀǊŜ ƻǳǘΣ Ǌŀƴƪ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƭŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳǳŎƘ 
input.    

Programming:  Golf Outing ς 18 teams   We will be working on 
the baskets and goodie bags on Friday...  About 10 baskets for 
outing. 

Vera made a motion to have Chamber sign committee author-
ity to approve 4 new signs not to exceed $150.  Seconded by 
Del Carried. 

Items from Sarah.  Working on packets for new businesses.  
Sarah needs stamps, Betty will get them for her.   

Sarah is questioning why the school district is not showing Mi-
lan anymore.  She is requesting a tab on the school district 
website.  Sarah can invoice us for ink cartridges.   

{ǇǊƛƴƎŦƛŜƭŘ ǘǊƛǇ ǿƘȅ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ aƛƭŀƴ ƎƻΣ  !ƴƴŜǘǘŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
Jim speak to the Mayor or Steve. 

Milan Community Night on August 11 for Mirror Lake project 
at Modern Woodmen Park. 

Meeting Adjourned 

3rd of July fireworks will be held at Camden Park 

for your safetyτno sparklers please.                                 

Milan Chamber wishes you a safe and                       

happy 4th of July.       
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American Bank & Trust 

Avonlea Cottage Assisted 
Living 

B&B Drain Tech Inc. 

B&B Hardware Inc. 

Beardsley Printery, Inc. 

Blackhawk Bank & Trust 

Blackhawk Township 

Brandt Construction 

Bush Turf Inc. 

Dr. Karla Buckrop 

Linda A. Cain, C.P.A.  

CIS Financial Group Inc. 

Coach House Garages 

Cobblestone Apartments 

Collinson and Scott 

Collinson Stone Co. 

DHCU Community Credit 
Union 

Edwards Creative Services 

 Eriksens Chevrolet-Buick 

First Presbyterian Church 

Flooring Xpress 

Fyre Lake National  

IŀǇǇȅ WƻŜΩǎ  

Group O 

Hi Cliff  Estates 

Hy-Vee 

IH Mississippi Valley Credit 
Union 

Johannes Bus Service 

Johnston & Wilson, P.C. 

Just Kids Inc. 

WǳƳŜǊΩǎ /ŀǎƛƴƻ ϧ IƻǘŜƭ 

Mass Custom Hauling & Crushing 

aŎ5ƻƴŀƭŘΩǎ 

aŜŀǘƘŜŀŘΩǎ aŜŀǘ aŀǊƪŜǘ 

aŜǊƭΩǎ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ aŀŎƘƛƴŜǎ 

Mid American Builders 

Mid American Energy Co. 

Midwest Horseshoeing Supply 

Milan Lanes &  Skinny Legs BBQ 

Milan License and Title 

Milan Medical Group 

Milan Optical 

Milan Police Dept. 

Milan Surplus 

Milan Zumba 

MIP 

Missman Inc. 

Modern Woodmen of America 

aǊΦ 9ŘΩǎ [ǘŘΦ 

aǊΦ {ƳƻƪŜȅΩǎ ¢ŀōŀŎŎƻ {ƘƻǇ 

Mutual Wheel 

Nalevanko-Ullrich Builders Inc. 

Orange Guy Inc. 

Pinnacle Country Club 

tŀƎŀƭƻΩǎ tƛȊȊŜǊƛŀ ϧ DŜƭŀǘƻ /ŀŦŜ 

Quad City Animal Welfare Center 

Quad City Hitmen 

Quad City Re-Bath 

    Rock Island County Boardτ                 
Ken Maranda 

Rock Island County Extension 

RIA Federal Credit Union 

River Stone Group 

Roth Pump 

Ruhl & Ruhl Insurance/Mike 
Wernsman 

 Stern Beverage 

Swartz Insurance Company 

THE National Bank 

The Touch Inc. 

Therapeutic Oasis Massage & 
Spa 

Valley Construction 

 VFC Distributors, Inc. 

Village of Milan 

Village Woods Apartments 

Vision Crest 

Walgreens 

Walman Optical 

Welcome Inn 

Wheelan-Pressly Funeral Home 

Wilbert Vault 

XPAC 

Chamber   Membership  

PRESIDENT 

Jim Huiskamp - Black Hawk Bank & Trust 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Kevin Humphery ð Retired 

TREASURER/SECRETARY 

Betty Boltz  -  MIP  

OTHER BOARD MEMBERS: 

Ron Heinzman ðStern Beverage 

John Ryan ð CIS Financial 

Lory VanBlair ð Beardsley Printery, Inc. 

Bruce Brooks ð Black Hawk Bank & Trust                                                         

Dennis Moseley ðFlooring Xpress 

 

Del Steiert ðMerls Business Machines 

Steve Wilson ðJohnson & Wilson  

Vera Hinrichsen ðJust Kids Early Care & 

Education Centers 

Dave Temple ðTHE National Bank  

Board   of Directors  



Next Meeting: August 3rd 
 

Milan Chamber meets the 1st Wednesday of every month for learning, networking and even fun.  Times and locations due vary 

and the best way to stay in touch with Chamber happenings is to sign up for e-news alerts.  Contact Milan Chamber at            

milanilchamber@gmail.com to sign up today.   

Phone  309.716.8144 

Website  www.milanilchamber.org 

Address  P.O. Box 1036 

  Milan, IL 61264 

Phone hours MonτFri 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  

Office hours Mon & Wed 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Fri 9 a.m. to Noon  

E-mail  milanilchamber@gmail.com 

 aƛƭŀƴ /ƘŀƳōŜǊ ǘŀƪŜǎ ƛǘΩǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊǎ ƻŦŦΣ ǎƻ ƻǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 

in August at Milan Lanes.  Wednesday, August 3rd  - 6:00 social on 

patio (weather permitting), 6:20 dinner in banquet room.   

"Making Your Website (and Social Media) 

Work for Your Business" 

 ~Douglas Tschopp 

Entrepreneurial Center Director 

Director of Marketing / Instructor 

Augustana College   

                                                                                

With a special presentation on a NEW advertising opportunity 

with Milan Marketplace: by Board Member, John Ryan 

 

Wednesday, August 3rd  

6:00 p.m.  

Milan Lanes ñMilan  

 

 

 

 

Congratulations 

to Black Hawk 

Bank & Trust on 

50 years of 

banking and 

service to Milan 

Photo (below) 

from ribbon 

cutting at Main 

Branch Ribbon 

Cutting Cere-

mony, June 28, 

2011 

 


